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HORSE CU ARDS, 
1st NOVEMBER, 1804., 

HIS MAJESTY having thought proper to take into his 
Royal Confideration the Modes in which the Manual and 
Platoon Exercifes are at prefent performed by his Troops; 
and it having appeared to His l\hjefly that they are capable 
of receiving some Alterations to the Advant.lge of his Ser­
vice; His Majefty is pleafed hereby to recal and cancel his 
former Orders refpeCl:in;:; the Manual and Platoon ExercifCs, 
and to command tl1.lt, in their ftead, the following Regula­
tions ihall be eftabliihed. 

'Vith a View to give the moft ready Circulation to His 
l\hjeli:y's Commands rdpeCl:ing the lYJanual and Platoon Ex­
ercifes, the Commander in Chief has direCl:ed that they Dlall 
be printed, and tr:mfmitted to every Regiment and Corps 
in His lVIajefty's Service: and it is His Royal Highnefs's 
Order, that the Drill of every Regiment fhall be immediate­
ly eil:ablifh.ed in ftriCl: Conformity to the following Syftem, 
which is to be adopted and invariably praCl:ifed in future by 
the whole Army. 

To His l\'Iajefty's Regubtions on thefe Heads, the Com­
mander in Chief has thought proper to add fame General 
Obferv:ltions and ExtraCl:s from "The Rules and Regub­
tions for the Formation, Field Exercife, and Movernents of 
His Majefty's Forces," on Points which it is efientially ne­
cdfary that every Officer ihould have frrongly implanted in 
his Memory, as being of daily and hourly Ure. It is by no 
means His Royal Highneis's Intention to fubftitute thefe 
Extracts for the Work itfelf, which all Officers are enjoined 
to have in their PoiTefiion, and which muft confiar:tly be 
reforted to as the Source from which They are to d YC the 
Information which is requiiite to qualify thl'lD, as they rife 
in their Profeffion, to difcharge their Duty with Honour to 
themidves, and with Advantage to His Majefty's Service. 

By C?l,zmand if His Ro),a! Highllefs 

Ihe Commander in Chief, 

HARRY CALVERT, 

Adjutallt-Gmera! of the Foras" 

N2 THE 



THE 

MANUAL AND PLATOON 

EXERCISES" 

POSITIO~ OF THE SOLDIER UNDZR 
ARMS. 

THE equal fquarenefs of the f1lOulders and body to the 
front is the tirit and great principle of tite poiltion of the Sol­
dier :--The heels muit be in a line and e1o[ed :-The knees 
itraight, without itiffne(s :-'l'he toes turned out, [0 that 
the feet may form an angle of about 60 degrees :-The arms 
hang near the body, but not itiif; the fiat of the hand, and 
little finger, touching the thigh, and the thumbs as far back 
as the reams of tile breeches :-The elbows and f1lOulders 
are to be kept back :-The belly rather drawn in; and the 
breait advanced, but without conitraint :-The body to be 
upright, but inclining rather forwards, [0 that the weight of 
it may bear chiefly on the fore part of the feet :-The head 
to be ere a ; and neither turned to the right nor to the left; 
the eyes alone will be glanced to the right. 

The body cf the foldier being in this pofition, the fire­
lock is to be piaced in his left hand, again!): the ihoulder: 
his wriit to be a little turned out; the thumb alone to ap­
pear in front; the four fingers to be undli the butt; and 
the left elbow to be rather bent inwal d" 10 as net to be i'e­
ptrated from the body, or to be more backwa! j or for­
ward th:m the right OEe :-The firelock mllit reit full on the 
h,llld, not on the end of the finger<;; :Ii.,l be carried in fuch 
m~mner as not to raife, advance, or keep back, one {hould­
er more than the othpr; the butt muit tLerefore be for­
ward, and:15 lc IV as can he' permitted without conitraint; 
the fore p<1rt a very Iittle l1"i('[I_' tl'e [rODt r; the thigh; and 
tJ1e hind part of it prciled by tlle wrift againft tile tl1igll : 
, -IT 
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-It mui1: be kept fteady and firm before the hollow of 
the ihoulder; ihould it be drawn back or carried too high, 
the one ihouldcr would be advanced, the other kept back, 
and the upper part of the body would be dii1:orted and not 
[quare, with refpcCl: to the limbs. 

THE MANUAL EXERCISE. 

EXPL1:'[ATION. 

1st, 1st. BRING the right hand briikly up, and place it under 
S.,.rc .irms the cock, keeping the firelock i1:eady. 

2d. 

2d. Ouit thl: butt with the left haml, alid feize the fire­
lock witT, it at the fwell, bringing the elbow clofe down up­
on the lock; the right hand kept L:(t in this motion, and 
the piece Hill upright. 

3d. Quit the right hand, and br: ng it down to the right 
fide, bringing the iirelock down to the Jfctlre under the left 
ann, and the hand rather below the hip bone. 

1 st. Bring the firelock up to the perpendicular line, feiz-
51 .... ,r ing it with the right hand under the cock. 
Arms, 2d. Quit the left hand, and place it grasping the butt. 

3d. Quit the right hand, and bring it fm:mly down to. 
the right fide. 

~ I. 1 st. Seize the firelock with the right hand at the lower 
OrJ" .1ri7!S. loop, juH at the [well. 

Sd. Bring it down to the right fide, to the trail; the butt 
as low down as the arm will admit without conHraint, the 
muzzle a little advanced. 

3d. Drop the butt on the ground, placing the muzzle 
zgainft the hollow of the right illOulder, and the hand fiat 
upon the :(ling. 

4lll, 1 st. At the word Fix, place the thumb of the right hand, 
F;x Bayo. as quick as poilible, behind the barrel, taking a gripe of the 

firclock. 
Sd. As foon as the word of I=pmmand is fully given, puili 

the firelock a little forwc.rd, at the fame time drawing out 
the bayonet with the left hand, and fixing it with the utmofl: 
celerity. The inHant this is done, return, 3S quick as pof­
fible, to the order as aboye defcribed, and ftand perfeCtly 
fieacly. 

1st. 
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1 st. As foon as the word jhoulder is given, take a gripe of hi, 

the 'firelock with the right hand, as in fixing bayonets. :::'~~;~" 
2d. At the laft word, anns, the firelock muft be thrown, 

with the right hand, in one motion, and with as little ap­
pearance of efFort as poffible, into its proper pofition on the 
left fhoulder. The hand croJIes the body in fo doing, but 
muft inftantly be withdrawn. 

1st. Seize the firelock with the right hand, under the ~ 6t: 

d . h 1 kIf b' .. ere)", guar , turnmg t e oc to t 1e ront, ut wIthout movmg It .11"1'1 

from the ihoulcler. 
2d. Raife the firelock up from the fhoulcler to the pOiZf, 

by placing the left hand upon the fling, fingers peinting up,· 
wards; the wrift upon the guard, ::md the point of the left 
thumb of equal height with and oppofite to the left eye; tht: 
piece to be kept perpemlicular in this pofition. 

3d. Bring down the firelock 'with a quick motion, as low 
as the right hand will admit without conftraint, draw­
ing back the right foot ;1t the fame infiant, fo that 

r the hollow' Of it may touch the left heel. The firelock in 
this pofition, with the guard to the front, to be totally 
fupported in the left hancl and oppofite to the left thigh; 
the right hand lightly holding the fmall of the butt; the 
fingers pointing rather downwards; the body to reil: entire­
lyon the left foot: both knees ihaight. 

1ft. By a turn of the right wrift, bring the firelock to its """ 
proper pofition on the left fhoulder, as defcribed above, the s;" ,d,­

left hand grafping the butt, and bringing up the right foot ,'inn, 

at the i:'1me inIhnt to its original pofition. ' 
2d. Quit the right hand briikly, ;1nd bring it down to the 

right fide. ' 
At one motion throw the firelock from the fhoulder acrofs 8lh 

the body, to a diagonal pofition, in which the lock: is to P&rl,' '" 

be turned to the front, ancl at the height of the bl'(:~t1t ; the 
muzzle flanting upwards, fo that the barrel un)' crofs op-
pofite the point of the left {houlder, with the butt propor­
tionably depreifed. 

The right hand grafps the fmall of the butt, and the left 
holds the piece at the f\vell, clofe to the lower pipe; the 
thumbs of both hands pointing towards the muzzle. 

Make a half [ace to the right, and bring down the firelock Olio 

to nearly a horizontal pofition, with the muzzle inclining a ChOl f.,B"~;­
little upwards, and the right wrift refting againil: the hollow "nW. 

of the thigh, below the hip. 
1ft. Throw the firelock up to its proper pofitjoll on the TOth, 

Shoulder 
left A"", 
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left ilioulder, grafping the butt with the left hand, and at 
the fame inftant coming to your proper front. 

2d. Quit the right hand fmartly, and bring it down to 
the right fide. 

lIth. I ft. Seize the firelock with the right hand under the 
/ldvance guard, turning the lock to the front, but without moving 
.,1rms .. 

12th o 

13tTl, 

Support 
Arms. 

it from the {houlder . 
2d. Raife the fire lock up from the ilioulder to the poize, 

by placing the left hand upon the fling fingers pointing up­
wards, the wrift upon the guard, and the point of the left 
thumb of equal height with, and oppofite the left eye; the 
piece to be kept perpendicubr in tIllS poiition. 

3d. Bring the firelock down to the right fide, with the 
right hand as low a~ it will admit without conftraint, flipping 
up the left hand at the [w1e time to the fwell, the guard 
between the thumb ami forefinger of the right hand, the 
three bft fingers under the cock, with the guanl to the 
front. 

4th. Quit the left hand. 
1st. Bring up the left hand, and feize it at the fwell. 
2t1. Bya quick turn of the right wrift, throw it fm::lrtly 

to its proper pafition on the left {houldcr, and grafp the 
butt with the left hand. 

3d. Quit the right h::lnd, and bring it to the right fide. 
1st. Seize the fmall of the butt, under the lock, with the 

right hand, the thumb pointing upw::trds. 
2d. Bring the left arm under the cock. 
3d. Quit the right hand. 

!-ith. 1st. Seize the fmall of the butt, mnder the left arm, with 
Carry.drms. the right hand. 

:\1. Smartl" place the left hand grafping the butt, the 
firelock kept fteady. 

3d. Quit the nght hand. . 
N. B. The pofition of ported drms is that which the 

[oldier will, either from the ihoulder, or after firing, take, 
in orc!er to advance on :m enemy whom it is intended to 
attack with :ixed bayonets; and the word of command 
for that purpore is "prepare to charge." The feconc! pofi' 
tion is that which the front rank takes after a quick advqnc~) 
and when arrived at a few yards diftance only from the body 
to be attacked. The paCtion of ported arms is a1fo that 
which [entries are to take when challenging any perf ODS who 
approach their pofts. 

In explanation of the 17th movement prefcribed in His 
M::Ijefty's 
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Majefty's Regulations for the InfpeCtion and Review Exer~ 
eife, it is to be clearly unclerftood, that whenever a battalion 
or line charges with bayonets, the whole are in the firft in­
france to port their arms, and advance at a finn quick ftep, or 
at a fieady run, if circumfiances render it neceifary, but in 
the moft perfeCt order pollible, until they reach the enemy. 

It is at that in:!1ant that the front rank are neceffarily to 
bring their firelocks down to the charging pofition, and 
the whole are to pIefs forward with the utmoft energy. 
The enemy being routed, it will depend on the officer com­
manding to give the word" halt;" when the front rank will 
resume their pofition of ported arms, and proceed as may be 
afterwards direCted. But the word halt is on no account 
to be given during a charge, or as preparatory to the front 
rank bringing the firelocks down to the charging polltion. 
It is therefore to be underftood, that in the charge or quick 
attack upon the enemy with fixed bayonets, either previous 
to, or after firing, which is ufually begun at a diftalKe of 
160 or 200 yards, as the ground will admit, the clurg-ing 
pofition of the front rank is to be affumed only at the in:!1ant 
of attack or defence. 

In marching any diftance, or in :!1anding at eafe, when 
supported, the men are :tllowed to bring their right hand 
acrofs the body, to the [mall of the butt, which latter mu:!1, 
in that Glfe, be thrown :t little forw:trd; the fingers of the 
left hand being uppermoft, mufl: be placed between the 
body and the right elbow; the right hands are to be in­
frantly removed when the diviJl.Jn "alts, or i~ ordered to 
dress by the right. 

The motions in the manual exercise are to be performed, ,["". 
leaving three paufes of the ordinary time of march between 
each motion, except that of /i0.'ing bayomts, in which a lon-
ger time muft be given. 

The manual is not to be executed by one word, or fignaJ, 
but each ieparate word of command is to be given by the 
officer who commands the body performing ito 

The manual aml platooll exercise will no longer make a re­
gular part of a review, but will only be gone through when 
particularly called for by the reviewing General. 

The platooll exercise is always to be done with ranks elofed, 
except at the drill. 

Sentries, pofted with ihouldered arms, are permitted af- S,ntries. 

o terwaHls 



10 M4NUAL A:-<D PLATOQN EXERCISES. 

tenvards to support, but not to flope them.-On the ap. 
proach of an officer, they immediately carry their arms, 
and put themfelves into their proper pofition; which is not 
to be done at the inftant he paffes, but by the time he is 
within twenty yards of their poft, fo that they may be per­
feftly fieady before he comes up. 

Corporals. CQrporals marching with reliefs, or commanding detach. 
ments or divi1ions, are to be on t;le right, and will carry 
their arms adva7lCtd, with bayonets fixed. 

N. B. The following are the motions which His Ma­
Unfix I!ay jefty orders to be prachfed, in unfixing bayonets, and in 
011'" (tD~ piling arms. 
Arms beltlg 

at the Or- The I fi and 2d motions, the fame as ordered for fixing. 
dey.) , . ' 

l'jlc .,.1,ms. 

"''lords of 
Commlnd. 

3d. The left hand grafps the firelock above the upper 
fwivel, and with the right the bayonet is to be ftruck off anq 
immediately returned to the fcabbard, and the firelock to be 
placed quickly in its original poJition at ordered arms. 

The front and rear rank men of each file face to the 
right, turn their locks outward, and crofs the muzzles and 
tops of ramrods. 

The centre rank man places his butt about 30 inches to 
the left, the lock outwards, anJ croffes the muzzle of his 
firelock with thofe of the front and rear rank men, fo that 
both the tops of their ramrods are placed acrofs, between 
the ramrod and barrel of the centre rank man. ' 

THE PLATOO~ EXERCISE. 

EXPLANATION OF THE SEVERAL MOTIONS AS 
TAUGHT AT THE DRILL. 

EXPLANATION. 

~st. Makc BRING the firelock to the recover, by throwing it brifkly 
1I.ci1dy. from the fhoulder, t~le guard to the front, and infiantly 

cock as foon as the Ide hand feizes the piece above the lock; 
the right elbow is to be nimbly raifed a little, placing the 
thumb IIpon the cock, and the fingers open by the plate of 
the lock; then drop the elbaw as quick as pomble, forcing 
down the cock with the thumb. Slip 
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glip the left hand along the fling as far as the [well of the zd. PtcJt1It, 
flrelock; bring the piece down to the pr1ellt, fbpping b~ck 
fix inches to the rear, with the right foot, and look ftead­
hfilyalong the barrel of the fii-elock, 

Pull the trigger nrml y, and remain on the prefent, look- 3'" Fjr<, 

jng fte~dily aiong the piece until the next word of com-
mand. 

1ft. Bring up the right foot to the infide of the left heel, 4th. Load, 

and at the [.me time drop the firelock briikly down to the 
priming poiition; the top of the cock oppotite the right 
breaft the muzzle raif';>d to the height of the peak of tb2' 
cap, and pointing direC1:ly to the front" which will throw 
the firdock into rile hollow of the right tide; the left han,! 
continuing to graip tLe piece at the fy,-cll, h()ldin~; it hrm 
:md fteady; feize the cock with the forc-linger and thumb 
of the right hand. , ' 

1d. Half-cock-by drawing back the right elbow briil:ly. 
bringing it down on the butt of the fire lock. 

1ft. Draw the cartridgefrom the pouch, 5th, Ha"Jl~ 
Qd. Bring it to the mouth, holding it between the fore- C"rtndge. 

finger and thumb, and bite off the top of the cartridge. 

I ft. Shake fome powder into the pan. 6th. Prjmo. 

2d. Shut the pan with the thre~ Ld fingers. 
3d. Seize the fil1all of the butt with the above three 

i':ngers. 

111:. Turn the piece nimbly round to the loading p'){ition ; 7th • CaJl ao 

the butt within two inches of [he ground, the loc:Z towards he!; 
the front and the muule of the piece near the breaft· the as It IS '0 be 

• ' '. urJnOUI1C_ 

nght hand to be brought on tlLlt part of the DalTel on wlucll ~d :,.r the 

,l,C fight is placed; both feet are to be Ketlt fait in this sake 01 bre_ 
r' vlty' Bout.' poutlOl1. ' 
:2<1. Drop the butt on the ground without 11Oife, 111ake the 

powder into the barrel, putting in after it the p,;per and the 
ball. 

3d. Seize the top of the ramrod with the fore-finger and 
thumb. 

1ft. Force the rrnrod half out, and feize it bacl:-handed 8'b. Draw 
exauly in the middle. R,HnroJ,. 

2d. Draw it entirely out, and turning it with the whole 
hand and arm extended hom you, put it one inch into the 
barrel. 

1ft. Puili the ramrod down, holding it a, before, 
in the middle. till the hand touches the muzzle. 

02 

eX:luly <)tb. Ram 
1,[,:::~"1 Car. 

2-1. /' ,Jbto 



roth Return 
Ramrod,. 

JIth. 
Shoulder 
Arms. 
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2d. Slip the fore-finger and thumb to the upper end, 
without letting the ramrod fall further into the barrel. 

3d. Puili the cartridge well down to the bottom. 
4th. Strike it two very quid): f!:rokes with the ramrod. 

If!:. Draw the ramrod half out, catching it back-handed. 
2d. Draw it entirely out, turning it very briikly from you, 

with the arm extended and put it into the loops, forcing it 
as quick as pollible to the bottom; then face to the proper 
front, the finger and thumb of the right hand holding the 
ramrod, as in the pofition immediately previous tn drawing 
it, and the butt raifed two inches from the ground. 

Strike the top of the muzzle finartly with the right hand, 
in order to fix the bayonet and ramrod more firmly, and at 
the fame time throw it nimbly up, at one motion, to the 
ilioulder. 

N. B. Though the butts are not to come to the ground 
in caf!:ing about, as accidents may happen from it, yet they 
are permitted, while loading, to he fa reneel; but it mua 
be done without noife, and in a manner imperceptible in the 
front. 

Words of EXPLANATION OF PRIMING AND LOADING. 
Comm'tnd. 

Prime and If!:. Bring the firelock down in one brifle motion to the 
/,.;d, priming pofition, the thumb of the right hand placed again!! 

the pan-cover, or f!:ecl; the fingers clenched; and the el. 
bow a little turned out fo that the wrif!: may be clear of the 
cock. 

2d. Open the pan, by throwing up the f!:eel, with a f!:rong 
motion of the right arm, turning the elbow in, and keeping 
the firelock f!:eady in the left han(1. 

3d. Bring your hand round to the pouch, and draw out 
the 'cartridge. 

The ref!: as above defcribed, excepting that, in loading, 
all motions are to be done with as much despatch as p?!jible, 
every man jho1fldering or 1-ecoverillg as jo01l aJ his ramrod is 
properly returned. 

The priming pofition is the fame for all the ranks, as above 
defcribed, with the top of the cock oppofite the right breaf!:, 
an~ the muzzle raifed to the height of the peak of the cap, 
whIch will throw the firelo.;;k into the hollow of the right 
fide. 

EX-



FIRINGS. 

EXPLANATION OF THE POSITION OF EACH RANK 
IN THE FIRINGS, BYEATTALIONS, WINGS, OR 
GRAND DIVISIONS. 

Frellt Rank, klleeling. 

Ering the firelock briikly up to the recover, catching it III E,c, 
the left hand; and, without ftopping, fink down with a 
quick motion upon the right knee, keeping the left foot fau, 
the butt end of the firelock, at the fame moment, falling 
upon the ground; then cock, anli infbntly ficize the cock 
and freel together in the right hand, holding the piece firm 
in the left, about the miJdle of that part which ;" betweell 
the lock and the {well of the !l:ock; the point of the left 
thumb to be clofe to the fwell, and pointing upwards. 

As the body is finking, the right knee is to be thrown fo 
far back that the left leg may be right up and down; the 
right foot a little turned out; the body ftraight i and the 
head as inuch up <'.5 if t1lOuldered: the ilrelock mufr be up­
right, and the butt about four inches to the right of the j.l­

fide of the left foot. 

Bring the firelock down firmly to the preft:ll!, by Biding Pr'J: . 
the left hand to the full extent of the arm, along the fling, 
without letting the motion tell i-the right hand at the [1Il1e 
time ijxinging up the butt by the cock fa high ag:!inu the 
right fhoulder, that the head m:!}' not be too much lowered 
in taking aim; the right cheek to be clofe to the butt; the 
left eye {hut, and the fore fin:;er of the right haild 011 the 
trigger; look along the barrel with the right eye from t:le 
breech-pin to the muzzle, and remain fieady. 

Pull the trigger urong with the fore finger, antl, when Fi:, 

fired, remain looking 011 the aim while you em count ~;l(­
t'i.UO; then fpring up nimbly on the left Ie,; I.;.c,.'pil'~ tlL b,.,:y 
erect, and the left foot fan, b;-inging the r:;;ht heel to the 
hollow of the left; at the hme time drop the hrelock to the 
priming poiltion-Half-cock and proceed with the priming 
and loading motions as before directed. 

Ctldre Rallk. 

Spring the firelock briikly to the recover: as foon as the .'l!',d:e ,u>, 
left hand fei.zes the firelock above the lock, raife the right 
elbow a little, placing the thumb of that lund upon the cock, 

. with the fingers open by the plate of the lock; and then, as 
quick as pollible, cock the piece, by dropping the elbow, 

and 
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Fire. 

FIRUics. 

and forcing down the cock with the thumb, fiep at the fame 
time with the right foot a moderate pace to the right, and 
keeping the left faft, feize the finall of the butt with the 
right hand: the piece muft be held in this pofition perpen­
dicular, and oppofite the left fide of the face; the butt 
clofe to the breafr, out not preifed; the body frraight, and 
full to the front, and the head ereCt. 

As in the foregoing explanation for the front rank. 

As in explanation for front rank, with this differencej 
that as foon as fired, and after dwelling on the aim as there 
direCted, the firelock is to be dropped briikly to the priming 
pofition; the left foot being at the fame time drawn up to 
the right, and, immediately after the fire lock is thrown up 
to the fhoulder, the men [pring to the left and cover their 
file leaders. 

Rear Rank. 

Make ready. Recover and cock, as before direCted for the centre rank, 
and, as the firelock is brought to the recover, ftep briikly 
to the right a full pace, at the fame time placing the. left 
heel.about fix inches before the point of the right foot. The 
body to be kept frraight, and as fquareto the front as pof:' 
fible. 

Prefini. As in explanation for the centre rank . 
.fire. As in explanation for the centre rank; after fhouldering, 

the men frep to the left ;\lid cover their file leaders as the 
centre rank does. 

In firing with the front rank )landing, that rank makes 
ready, &c. as ipecified in the article relative to the platooit 
e.xercite. 

fifficetS. N. B. In giving words of command as well in as out of 
the ranks, officers are to frand perfeCtly fready, and in their 
proper pofition; their fwords held firmly in the full of the 
right hand, with the upper part of the blade refring againft 
the {houlder, the right wrift againfr the hip, and the elbow 
drawn back. 

In firing by grand divifions, the centre officer falls baclli, 
on the preparative, into the fourth rank, and is replaced by 
the covering ferjeant, 

FIRING BY PLATOONS. 
THE officers, infread of giving the words, make I"cad),: 

prifetlt fire, are to pronounce the words £hort; as, for ill­
fiance, ready, punt, fire. In 
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In firing by platoons or divifions, the officers comman~ 
ding them are to ftep out olle pace on the clofe of the prepa­
rative, . and face to the left towards their men. They then 
:Cbnd perfeCtly fteady till tht:! laft part of the General is beat 
as a fignal to ceafe firing, when they inftantly ftep back into 
the proper intervals. 

When a divifion has fired, the men prime and load, ar;d 
come to the recover as quick as they individually can with. 
out any £lugel man, who is not to be made ute of in any 
firing whatever. 

It is expeEl:ed that, from the infertion of the fourth com­
mand "Load," in the Platoon Exercite, the troops will be­
come fo habituated to the paufe after pulling the triggers, 
which is requifite to infure precifion, and the full elfeEl: of 
their fire, that they will invariably adopt it on all occafions, 
though in the field they are not to expcEl: any word of com­
npnq after firing, but each man, after making the paufe, 
which he feels to be neceifary for the effeEl:ual delivery of 
the contents of his piece, is to proceed to prime and load. 

In all firing by platoons, divifions, or comp:mies, the 
firft words, "ready, present, jir!"," arj:! to be regular, ancj. 
generally from centre to flanks of the battalion, each wing 

'independent, though circumftances may oecaGon it to com­
mence from any other part of the battalion that may be firft 
formed; but, after the firil round, everv company is, by 
command of its officer, to prefe!1t and fire as foon as loaded. 

No £lugel man is to ftep out after firing to giye the time 
of loading and recovering; every man is to load and reco­
ver as quick as he can. This is to be obferved in all firings 
by platoons or companies, 

No £lugel man is ever to remain advanced from a batta­
lion, except to give the time of the General Salute, or dur­
~ng the performance of the Manual Exercife. 

In all firing by platoons or divifions, after the ji;jl rouml 
the fir(;!lock is not to be fhouldered, but brifkly thrown up 
to the recover, which will render the word "ready" unne­
ceifary, and reduce the words of command to the follow­
ing; viz. "psent, fire." 

The pofitions of the feveral ranks to be as follow: 

Front Rank. 

The front rank man, being at the recover and cLicked, 
brings 
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brings his piece down to the present, ftepping back f1~ in­
ches to the rear with the right foot. After having fired, 
'the right foot is to be brought up to the left heel, preferving 
the quarter fdee to the right, and the priming ~nd loading 
goes on as direCted. 

Centre Rank. 

The centre rank man being at the recover and cocked, 
on the word psent, regains his firing poiltion by placing his 
left foot a moderate pace to the left, keeping the right foot 
faft; and luving fired, the left foot is to be brought back to 
the priming pofition, preferving the half face to the right. 

Rt'ar Rank. 

The rear rank man, being at the recover and cocked, on 
the word t;;lit, gains his hring pofitiOll by ftepping fix in­
ches to the front with the left foot. 

When the rear rank man has fired, the left foot is to be 
brought back to the right foot and the priming and loading 
60e~ on in that pofition, prcferving the half face to the right. 

FILE FIRING. 

In file firing, the fame rules are to be obferved by the 
feveral r:mks, without waiting for any word of command. 

CEASE FIRING. 
Vlhen the fignal has been made to ceafe firing, the men 

are to recoyer arms, half-cock, for which they will receive. 
the word of command, as well as to fhoulder; when the 
centre anJ rear ranks are to ij)ring to the left, and accurately 
cover their file leaders. 

P A USE UPON THE PRESENT, AFTER HAVING 
FIRED. 

It is to be obfen'ed, that in all firing the foldier is to he 
infl:ruCted to pay due attention to that order which enjoins· 
the rC,;uLm.cl paufe upon the pr~rmt after pulling the trigger. 

LIGHT INF ANTR Y. 
. In re~jment5 of light infantry, or in detached corps all:. 
wZ as fueh, and formed in two ranks, it may occafionally 

be 
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be expedient to prime, load, and fire, with both ranks 
kneeling. His Majell:y has been pleafed to hnEtion the oc~ 
cafional ufe of this mode of firing ill corps of the above 
defcription; anu to command that the following Motions 
flull be adopted in the pr:1Etice of it. The following Regula­
tions are therefore to be ftriEtly attended to; :1nd all light 
infantry corps and companies are immecliately to be illftruEt~ 
ed a~d. ocoilonally exercifed in conformity to them. 

FlmNG~ TWO RANKS KNEELING, PRIMING AND LICht I"~ 
LOADING IN THAT t'OSlTION. j"~lryo 

Both ranks rink down fil1artly on their right knees, :md R.JJ,', 

throw b:1ck their right legs. In the front Lll1k, the left lide 
of the right knees is directly to the rear of tlw right fide of 
the left foot; but the reJ.r rank carries the right knee about 
four inches to the right. The left legs of both muir be 
perfeCtly perpendicular. The front and rear ranks refpec­
tively bring their fire locks down to the priming pofition, a3 
hereafter explained, coo>:, and replace their right hands on 
the {aull of the butt. 

From the left arm being brought acmE ihe body, the left 
Ihoulders of both ranks are brought fUl'ward in a fmall de­
gree; but the body muft be kt'j)[:1s j'luarc to the front 
as poilible, without producing conilr .lint. 

On the word pnpllt bnth ranks bring their firelocb to the Pcr. 
preient, each man flowly and indepelldently levelling at the 
particular objcEt which hi:; eye has fixed upon; and as form as 
he has C()vereJ his object, e,l(h man rires of his (}\', 11 accord, 
without 'waiting for any word of command, The eiJuws 
muit on no account be; projecled. 

Eelll ranks keep th-.oir firelocks at the prcfent till the word 
" Lead" is given, which the Officer orders 2S ioon as he L,ad, 

fees they have all fired. 

Then the men come to the priming pofition, which in this 
partiLUbr mode of firing is as follows: 

The firelocks of the front r:mk are in line with the haun­
thes: and thoie of the re;<r rank are pbceJ about four in­
ches above the haunches. 

The elbows of both ranks muft be as clofe to the body as 
poffible. 

The front rank men, after priming, bring round their 
1:' tJre~ 
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firelocks to the left Hae, and throw the butts to the rear; fo 
that the barrels ltl1Y be clore to the left thigh, and the muz­
zles three inches behind the left knees. 

The left hand inoves the firelock from the right fide to 
the left, and the right hand is brought acro[s the body to 
accomplifh the loading. After loading, the firelock is raif­
cd and advanced to the front by the left haild, and the pofi­
tion for making ready is refumeu. 

The rear rank men after 'prIming turn the body to the 
right in a fmall degree, lean well to the re:!r, and throw the 
butts to the front, fo that the firelocks may be in contact 
with the right thighs of the front r:!nk men, and the muzzle 
in line with the hip bone. 

They then re[ume their original pofition for making ready. 

On the fignal to ceafe firing, the ranks re[umc their {blll­
ding pofition, and ihouldcr. 

REGULATIONS IN FInING. 
1. The adnnce of the battalion i1lOuld initantly fucceed 

the forming of the line; and when it arrives and halts at the 
point where it is to fire, the firing ought initantly to com­
mence at the word halt; for the battalion having been ap­
prized, during the march, of the nature of the required fir­
lllg, no improper delay need then:fore be made. 

2. The greateit care is to be taken by the officers and 
nnder officers in the rear (whofe principal attention this is) 
that the rear ranks are well locked up in the firings, and 
that in hIding they do not fall b:!ck. 

3. The line, if retiring, halt, fronts, at one command; 
:ll1d initantly hegins firing, having been apprized, during its 
movement, of the nature of the firing. 

4. The pau[e betwixt each of the firing words-Ready.' 
PreJCnt! Fire ! is the bme as the ordin:!ry time; viz. the 
75th part of a minute; and no other paufe is to be made 
betwixt the words. 

5. In firing lYing! by companies: Each wing carries on its 
£re independent, and without regard to the other wing, 
whether it fires from the cen,tre to the flanks, or from the 
flanks to the centre.-If there are five companies in the 
wing, two p:mlcs will be made betwixt the fire of each, and 
the read), of the fucceeding one.-If there are four compani~s 

H' 
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in the wing, three p:mfes will be made betwixt the fire of 
each and the ready of the fucceeding one.-This will allow 
fufficient time for the firit company to have again loaded, 
and ihouldered at the time the lait comp::my fires, and will 
eftabliili proper intervals between each. 

6. In firing by grand divjJiof/s, three p:mfes will be made 
betwixt the fire of each divifion, and the ready of the iuc­
ceeding one. 

7. In firing by 'wings: One wing will make ready the in­
flant the other is ihouldering.-The commanding of11cer of 
the battalion fires the wings. 

8. In firing companies by files: Each company fires in­
dependent.-When the right file prefents, the next makes 
ready, and fo on.-After the firfl fire, each man as he loads 
comes to a recover, and the file again fires without waiting 
for any other; the rear rank men are to have theil' eyes on 
their front rank men, and be guided by, and prefent with 
them. 

9. In general, after the march in front, and halt of the 
battalion, company or platoon firing {hould begin from th<t 
centre, and not from the flanks.-In other cafes, and in 
fuccefiive formations, it may begin from whatever divilioQ 
firft arrives and halts on the groundo 

FIRING IN LINE. 

1st. The chief object of fire againft cavalry is to keep them Olj"q oj 
at a diflance, and to deter them from the att~lck ; as their fire. 

movements are rapid, a referve is always kept up. But when 
fire commences againft infantry, it cannot (conliftent with 
order and other circumftances) be too heavy or too quick 
while it lafts, and till the enemy is beaten or repulfed. 

21.\. Where infantry are pofted on heights that are to be DeJerji'V, 
defended by the fire of mufquetry, the froDt rank will kneel,fire. 
that one third of the fire that may be given ihould not be 
loft, for otherwife, the rear rank, in fuch fituation, could not 
fufficiently incline their pieces to rafe the flope. As foldiers 
generally prefent too high, and as fire is of the greateft con­
fequence to troops that are on the defenfive, and who are 
pofted, if poffible, on commanding grounds, the habitual 
mode of firing fllOuld therefore be rather at a low level than 
~ high one; and the fire of the front rank kneeling, being 

P 2 the 
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the moft efficacious ;l~ being the moR raung, illOUld not be 
difpenfed with when it can be fafely and ufefully employed. 

3d. When infantry marches in line to attack an enemy. 
and in advancing m3.kes ufe of its fire; it is perhaps better 
to fire the tWQ firfl: ranks only fl:anding, referving the a.il, 
than to make the front rank kneel and to fire the whole: 
but volleys fired at a confiderable difl:ance, or on a retiring 
enemy, may be given by the three ranks, the front one 
kneeling. 

4th. A line paned, or arriving at a fixed fituation, win 
fire by platoons, each battalion independent; and fuch firing 
generally commencing from the centre of each. The firfi: 
tire of each battalion will be regular, and efiablifh intervals; 
after the firfi fire, each platoon {hall continue to fire:Is foon 
as it is loaded, independent and as quick as it can, till th~ 
battalion or line is ordered to ceafe. 

5th. Behind a parapet. hedge or abbati-s, the two 6rfl: 
ranks only -can nre, and fuch l1ring may be file firillg, deli­
berate and cool, the two men of the fame file always firing 
together: it may begin from the right or left of platoons} 
and fhould be taught ill fituations adapted to it, not in open 
ground. Should the pArapet, hedge or aGbatis, be but EttIe 
raifed, platoon firing may be ufed. 

6th. Oblique firing by battalions is adv~ntageous on many 
occ:lfions, as when it is proper, or that time does not allow 
to give an oblique direCtion to part of a line, or that their 
fire in this manner can b" thrown againfl: the opening of a 
defile, the flanks of a column, or againfi cavalry or infantry 
that direCt their attack on {ome particular battalion or por~ 
tion of the line. 

7th. As long as the fire by battalions, half battaliol1s or 
companies, can be kept up regular, it is highly advantageous, 
alld can at any time be flopped, aEd the march continued; 
but fhould fi,e firmg be allowed and once begun, unlefs troops 
are ex,eeding cool and well difciplined, it will be difficult 
to make it finifh, and to make them advance in order. 

8th. 'Vhen a line halts at its points of firing, -DO time is 
to be 1011: ia {cruFJlous dre{fing, and the firing is hftantly 
to CO,T'.,nence. But a line that halts ;md is not to fire, or 
when its firing ceafes after the halt, may immediately be <>:r. 
dered t:J drefs frem colours to colours. 

9th. The attention of the officers and non-commiilloned 
officers 
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t>fl1cers of the rear to the locking up of the ranks in firing 
cannot be too often ~epeated. 

A perfea Uniformity in the Formation and Arrangement 
of all Companies and Battalions is indiipenfJble for the 
Execution of jufr and combined Movemeuts. 

FORMATION OF THE COMPANY. 
THE company is always to be fized from flanks to centre, 

The company is formed three deep. 

The files lightly touch when firelocks are fhouldered and 
carried, but without crowding; and each man will occupy a 
fpace of about 22 inches. 

Clofe order is the chief and primary order, in which the 
batt:llion and its parts :It all times aUemble and form. Open 
order is only regarded as an exception from it, and occafion­
ally ufed in fituations of parade and i11OW. In clore onler, 
the officers are in the ranks, and the rear ranks are cloled 
up within one pace. In open onter, the officers are advan~ 
(cd three paces, and the ranb are two paces diJl:ant from 
each other. 

Each company is a platoon. Each compmy forms two 
fub-divifions, and alfo four feEtions. Bur as [eCtions ihould 
never be lees than five files, it ,yill happen, when the com­
panies are weak, that they C3n only (for the purpofes of 
march) form three feCtions, or even two feCtiom. 

When the company is fingly formed, the captain is on the 
right, and the enfign on the left of the front rank, each 
covered by a ferjeant in the rear rank. The lieutenant is in 
the rear, as alfo the drummer and pioneer in a fourth rank, 
at three paces diJl:ance. 

The left of the front rank of each fub-diviuon is marked 
by a corporal; the right of the left fub-divifiol1 may be 
marked by the other corporal. 

When neceffary, the places of abfent ofi1cers may be fup­
plied by ferjeants ; thofe of ferjeants by corporals; and thofe 
of corporals by intelligent men. 

When the company is to join others, and the battalion, or 
part of it, to be formed, the en fign ;1\',1 his covc:-ing fe~­
jeant quit the flank, and fall into the fuurth rank, Ul,:tll 
~therwjfe placed. S. 10. 
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S. 70. WHEN THE COMPANY IS TO TAKE OPEN 
ORDER FROM CLOSE ORDER. 

Rear Rallh, r At this command, the flank men on the 
take Open I right and left of the rear ranks ftep back to 

Order. mark the ground on which each rank refpec-

1 
tively is to halt and dr.efs at open diftance ; 
they face to the right, and ftand covered; 
every other individual remains ready to 

Lmove. 

Jl.farch. r At this command, the rear rank dreiTers 
I front, and the rear ranks fall back one and 

I two paces, each dreffing by the right the in­
ftant it arrives on the ground. The officers 

.J move out in front three paces, and divide 
-, their ground; one ferjeant is on each flank 

I of the front rank; the pioneer remains be­
hind the centre of the rear rank; the drum~ 

L
mer places himfelf on the right of the right 
ferjeant. 

S. 71. WHEN THE COMPANY IS TO TAKE 
CLOSE ORDER FROM OPEN ORDER. 

Rear Ra!l,~s, ( The officers, :erjeants, drummer, face to 
take Close the right. 
Order. The ranks clofe within one pace, marching 

one and two paces, and then halting. 
J),farch. ~ The officers move round the Hanks of the 

l
company in their refpeEtive pofts; the fer.,. 
jeants and drummers fall back; and each in­
dividual retinues his place as in the original 
clofe order. 

The above regards the company when fingle; b.ut when 
united in the battalion, other pofts are allotted to the 
drummer anu pioneer. 

:C=~==~ 

FORMATION OF THE BATTALION. 

The battalion is ten companies, ~ 
r 
I 

Each company confii1:s at prefent of ~ 

L 

1 Grenadier, 
8 Battalion, 
1 Light. 

Officers, 
Serjeants, 
Corporals, 
Drummer, 
Pl"ivate. When 
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When the companies join, and the battalion is formed, Forl11uti,,;cj 
there is to be no interval between any of them, grenadier, the Batta. 

light company, or other, but every part of the front of the I"t: 

battalion fhould be equally firong. 

Each company which makes a part of the fame line, and 
is to act in it, mufi be formed and arranged in the [,me 
manner. 

The companies will be formeu. as follow from right to Pr,,';.-. ,.c 
left: grenadif'rs on the right; light company on the left. the C,/I·pa.: 

The four cldefi captains are on the right of the grand Jivi- r"/ I.~ Ea', 

fions: officers commanding companies, or platoons, are aU
ta 

I.", 

on the right of the front rank of their refpeCtive commands. 

The eight battalion companies ",ill compofe four grand Divi;i"'-­

divillolls: eight companies or platoons; fixteen i"llb-diyi-
{ions; thirty-two fections, when fufficiently firong to be fa 
divided; otherwife twenty-four, for the purpofes of march. 
Tlle battalion is alfo divided into right and left wings 
When the battalion is on a high efiabliihment, each com-
pany will be divided into two platoons; when the ten com-
panies are with the battalion, they may then, for the pur-
pofes of firing or deploying, be di I'ided into five granJ Ji-
-wifions from rIght to left. 

The battalion companies will be numbered from the right 
to the left, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8; the fllb-di I'ifions will 
be numbered 1, 2, of each; the fecbons will be numbered 
], 2, ::l, 4·, of each; the tiles of companies will alfo be 
numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, &c.; the grenadier and light COlll­

panies will be numbered feparately in the [,me manner, and 
with the addition of thofe diltinCtions. The[(~ feveraJ ap­
pellations ",-ill be preJt'fYed, whether faced to front or rear. 

The companies may be equalized in point of numbers at Co",panlco 

all times when the battalion is formed for field move- e:ju_,fized. 

Ihent ; and could the battalions of a line alia be equalized, 
the greatelt ad\'antages would arire. 

Ranks are at the difiance of one pJCe, except the fourth For",,,,i,r. 
or fupernumerary rank, which has three paces. if·he Bal_ 

. tallOn at c!~se 

All the field officers and the adjutant are mounted. order. 

The commanding officer is the only officer advanced in 
front, for the general purpofe of exercife w hc:n the batta-
lion is finglc; but in the march in line, :md in the firings, 
his fiat ion is in the rear. 

The other mounted field officers arc dispofed of in the 
tear of each wing. The 
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The adjutant's ftation is in the rear of the b~ttalion, ra~ 
ther to the left of the commanding officer. 

One officer is on the right of the front rank of each 
company or platoon, and one on the left of the battalion; 
all thefe are covered in the rear ral1k by their refpective 
ferjeants; and the remaining officers and ferjeants are in 
a fourrh rank behind their companies. It is to be ohfer­
ved, that there are no coverers in the centre rank to the 
officers or colours. 

The colours are placed between the fourth and fifth bat­
talion companies, both in the front rank, and each covered 
by a non-commiilloned officer, or fieady man in the rear 
rank.-One ferjeant is in the front r::mk betwixt the co~ 
lours; he is covered by a fecond ferjeant in the rear rank, 
and by a third in the fupernumerary rank.-The fole bull­
nels of thefe three ferjeants is, when the battalion moves in 
line, to advance and direct the march as hereafter mentioll­
ed. The place of the firH: of thofe ferjeants, when they 
do move out, is preferved by a named oft-Icer or ferjeantR 

who moves up from the fupernumerary rank for that pur~ 
pofe. 

tr if I· The fourth rank is at three paces dist::mce when halted, 
fo"r~~:r ::~ or marching in line. -When marching in column, it muil 
;,ernumeraIj clole up to the dil1:ance of the other ranks.-The eliential 
Ran!:. ufe of the fourth rank is, to keep the o~hers c!o£ed up 

to the front during the attack, and to pre,ent any break 
beginning in the rear; on this important fervice too many 
officers ami non-commiffioncd officers cannot be employed. 

The mUllc ilull be poH:ed in the rear of the right ceH­
tre company in a jIngle rank, three paces behind the fourth. 
rank. 

The pioneers fhall be pofted at the fame diftance in 
rear of the fourth rank of the left centre company, and 
in a llngle rank. 

The drummers of the eight battalion companies are as­
fembled in two divillons, fix paces behind the third rank of 
their fecond and feventh companies.-The grenadier and 
light company drummers and fifers are fix paces behind 
their refpective companies. 

The H:aif of chaplain, furgeon, quarter-maftcr, and as .. 
fiftant furgeon, are three paces behind the mullc. 

~fflCm. In general, officers remain pofted with their proper c?m .. 
pames; 
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panies; but commanding officers will occafionally make 
fuch changes as they may find nccefL1ry. 

Whenever the officers move out of the front rank, in Rcp'acing 
parade, marching in column, wheeling into line, or other- Serjean", 

~vife, their places are taken by their ferjeant coverers, and 
prefen'ed until the officers again refume them. 

When the line is halted, and efpecially during the firings 
when engaged, the ferjeant coverers fall back into the fourth 
rank, and obfcrve their platoons. 

S. 72. WHEN THE BATTALION TAKES OPEN 
ORDER, 

Rear Rallkr, r At ,his command-the flank men on the 
tdf:e opm 01'- ri&ht of the rear nnb of each company fiep 
:ftr. bnfkly back to mark the ground on which 

each rank refpectively is to halt. They flet 
to the right, and cover as pivots, being regu~ 
lated and dreffed by the adjutant or ferjeant­
major on the right.-Every other inJiviclmJ 
remains ready to move . 

. 2Vfarch. At this command-the flank dreffers face 
to the front, and the whole move as follows ~ 

The rear ranks fall back one and two pa­
ces, each drefling by the right the infbnt it 
arrive3 on the grounll. 

The officers in the front r:mk, as alfo the 
colours, move out three pacc3-tho[e in the 
rear, together with the muiic, movc through 
the intervals left opcn by the front rank offi­
cers, and divide themfeh'cs, viz. the captains 
covering the [econd file from the right; the­
lieutenants the f2cond file from the left; and 
the eniigns appolit l~ the centre of their res­
pective companies. 

The muiic form between the colours and 
the front rank. 

The ferjeant coverers move up to the front 
rank, to preferve the intervals left by the 

I officers. 
The pioneers fall back to fix paces difiance 

I 
behind the rear rank. 

The drummers take the [arne diftance be~ 
hind their divifions. 

Q Th<, 
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I The major moves to the right of the line 
of officers.-The adjutant remains in the 
rear. 

The ftaff place themfe1ve~ on the right of 
the front rank of the grenadiers, viz. chap­
lain, furgeon, quarter-mafter, affiftant fur­
geon. 

The lieutenant-colonel, and the colonel 
(dismounted), advance bdore the colours two 
and four paces. 

The'whole being arrived at their feveral 

1 
pofts-Halt-Drefs to the Right-and the 
battalion remains formed in parade, in the 
order in which they would receive a fuperior 

I officer. 
When the battalion is reviewed tingly, the 

diviiion of drummers may be moved up, and 
formed two deep on each flank of the line-

I 
the pioneers may form two deep on the right 
of the drummers of the right-and the ftafF 
may form on the right of the whole.-But 
this licence is never to be aCted upon when 

l more than one battalion is in line. 

S.73. WHEN THE BATTALION RESUMES CLOSE 
ORDER. 

Rear Rallks, r The lieutenant-colonel, officers, colours, 
take dOff or-I ftaff, muiic, face to the right. 
del'. The drummers and pioneers (if on the 

flanks) face to the centl'e. 
The ferjeants (if in the front rank) face 

to the right. 
The rear ranks clofe withirt one pace, mo­

I ving up one and two paces, and then halting. 
Afarch. 1 The muiic marches through the centre in­

terval, and refumes its ftation in the rear. 
The ferjeants, drummers, pioneers, &c. 

I 
&c. refume their places, each as in the ori­
ginal formation of the battalion in clofe or .. 
der. 

I The officers move through and into their 
r?fpeaive interval~, and each individual ard 

:lves and places hlmfelf properly at his poit 
Lm clofe order. . 
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When regiments are on a higher eftabliiliment than that 
of one lieutenant-colonel and one major, the following or .. 
der is to be obferved in pofting the field officers at clofe and 
open order, and likewife on the regiment marching by the 
reviewing general, in column of companies or divifions. 

BATTALION AT CLOSE ORDER. 
The colonel (except when advanced in front for the pur­

pofe of exercifing the battalion when it is fingle) is in rear 
of the colours, mounted. 

The 1 ft and 2d lieutenant-colonels, mounted, in rear of 
the 1ft and 8th battalion companies. 

The 1ft and 2d majors, mounted, in rear of the 3d and 
6th companies. 

The adjutant, mounted, in rear of, and a little to the left 
of the colonel. 

N. B. This dislocation of mounted officers has a refe­
rence to the battalion only while halted. 

When the regiment manceuvres, or is put in motion, the 
mounted officers are to be prepared to give fuch aid as cir­
cumftances may require from them, with the utmoft ala­
crity and preciiion. 

BATTALION AT OPEN ORDER. 
The colonel, disIJ,lov,nted., to be advanced four paces lIi!. 

front of the colours. 

The 1 ft and 2d lieutenant~colonels, dismounted, at two 
paces interval, and two paces in the rear of the colonel. 

The 1ft and 2d majors on the right and left of the line 
of officers, mounted. 

The adjutant, mounted, four paces in rear of the rear 
rank and centre of the battalion. 

MARCHING PAST THE REVIEWING GENERAL 
IN COLUMN OF COMPANIES OR DIVnJIONS.­
Ordinary Time. 

The colonel in front of the centre of the grenadier com­
,any. 

Q2 The 
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The I fl: lieutenant colonel, and Hi major, with the inter­
val of a horfe's length, in a line in rear of the colonel. 

The 2d lieutenant-colonel, and 2d major, in a line, with 
the fame interval, in rear of the light infantry company. 

The adjutant in rear of the whole. 

MARCHING PAST IN QUICK TIME. 
The field officers and adjutant are pofted, as in marching 

paft, in ordinary time. 

P'!fiing of On particllar occafions, and when neceifary, officers 
ifficm. commanding- platoons, who in line are on the right of their 

platoons, H~ft to the left to conduCt: the heads of files, or 
the pivot flanks of their divifions, in column or echellon. 

Colours. When the battalion wheels by comp:mies or fub.divifiolls 
to either flank into column; both colours and the file of 
directing ferjednts always wheel to the proper front, and place 
themfelves behind the third file from the new pivot. 

Colour rt- There is no feparate colour referve; the pioneers, mufic, 
mve. &c. {ufficiently ihengthen the centre; but in the firing! 

the two files on each iide of the colours may be ordered to 
referve their fire. 

Li ht Com. The contbnt order of the light company when formed in 
f'an;.. line, and united with the battalion, is:lt the fame clofe files 

as the hattalion. Their extended order is an occauonal 
exceptiOil. 

Grenadiers. When the light company is detarhed, and the grenadier 
company rerrlains, it will be undivided on one flank of its 
bJttalion, whenever there are feveral b,lttJlions in line: but 
when the battallO:l is lingle, it is permitted to be occalional~ 
1y divided on each flank. 

When the grenadier or light companies are detached, and 
make no plrt of the line, they may be formed two deep, if 
it is found pwper. 

With a \'Cry few obyious alterations, thefe general rules 
take pl8ee wheT, a company or hattalion is perr11itted or or­
dered to form in two ranks only, which may often be done 
for the purpofes of exercife and movement on a m0re con .. 
fid· rable rront, it is alfo evident that they generally apply 
wbether the companie3 are ftr·mg or weak, and whether a 
greater or a leifer number of them compofe the battalion. 

. AB~ 
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ABSTRACT OF THE MOST ESSENTIAL GENER\L 
ATTENTIONS REOUIRED IN THE MOYEMENTS 
OF THE BATTALioN, AND WHICH ARE MORE 
FULLY DETAILED IN THE REGULATIONS FOR 
THE BATTALION AND THE LINE. 

Il! 

ATTENTIONS OF THE SOLDIER. 
QUICK TH,!": is in general confined to WH f ELmGs and 'T,,~c'S oj 

FILINGS; the other movements of the platoon or battalion march. 

are made in ORDINARY TIME.-It is feldom that they will, or 
ought, to be required at quick time. 

All W HEELINGS, forward or backward, are made qu;ck. TVb,',',,,! 

-Eyes are turned to the whc21i:1g hand at the word ;1:I!rC,~ 
(and not before).-The wheelIng fLmkm.lll [teps out firm at 
a pace of thirty-three inches, till he receives his word h,d! ; 
it is the bufinefs of the reft of the r:mk to keep up to him.-
Eyes remain in all cafes to the wheelmg h:md) till a new 
order is given by the commanding offic,;r. 

An FILINGS are made quick, clofe, and at the lock-fiep. Filings. 

Files are at no time to open out, on occalions of cxe:'cife, 
p:1rade, or manaouvre; but they will often be 10 permitted 
anLl ORDERED, when marching in the ftreets, or in common Marchilfg, 

route, when the march by divi:jons cannot [0 conveniently 
take place. 

All FACINGS muft be accurately made on the left heel. Pi",,, M,n. 

Pivot men muft cover c::trefully and exadly. In wheeling 
backward, the ftanding man f.tees the oppoiite way to what 
1,.e does if wheeling forward.-Pivot men, whetber in wheel­
ing into column, or in wheeling into battalion, when once 
pofted, ;Ire to rem:lin immovable, and do not alter their po­
fition in confequence of platoon-dreiling, nor on any account, 
but by order of the commanding officer of the battaEon, 
when he finds it necetfary to require a more correCt: d"'effing 
from the whole. 

The great OBSERVANCE of the {olelier in the ranks, and Peliti,_ 

under arms, is the Lparenefs of the ihoulders and body, 
the head to the front, and the eyes only glanced to the point 
Df dreffing; the belly kept in, the breaft out and rather in­
clining forward, but by no means backward. When the 
~attalion is halted, and a mo.e accurate drefling is ordered, 

the 
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the head may be a little turned during that operation only, 
and each man fhould jufi difiinguifn, the lower part of the 
face of the fecond man from him.-Whether in movement, 
or halted, each man is jufi to touch (without crowding),his 
neighbour's arm towards whom he dreffes, to depend on 
that chiefly for his line, and at no time to feparate from 
him . 

.l1~r,f • At the word man·h, the fiamp of the foot is not to be 
made, but the firfi fiep is to be taken as firm and leng­
thy as any other, and the body of each man, if in his true 
polition l\nder arms, is prep.ared for it by an inclinq.tion for­
ward. On the perfell; execution of this depends much of 
the accuracy of march.-On the word march, the firfi ftep in 
all fituations is taken with the left foot.-When the com­
manding officer of the battalion gives the word march, the 
whole itep off together, whether in line or in column. 
Vlhen he gives the worJ halt, the whole halt at that inftam. 

At the word march eyes are directed to the pivot flank, if 
in c')lumn, or to the head of the file, if filing; to the co,. 
lours, if marching in battalion; and in general to that point 
by which they are conducted. 

JUt, At the word halt, the foot in the air finifhes its fiep. anel 
the other is brought up to it.-Eyes remain direCl:ed to th~ 
piH)t Hank, if marching in column; to the colours, if in 
line; or to the wheeling flank, if wheeling; and in general~ 
to the point to which they were turned when in movement, 
until a new order commands a new dreiling. Whenever the 
word dress is given by platoon officers to their platoons, eyes 
are turned to the pivot where the officer is, and from whence 
he corrects them upon a diftant object. 

Lin!. In marching in line, each man mufi preferve his body 
perfe[l:!y fquare, ;md jufi feel the touch of his neighbour, 
who is nearer chan himfelf, to the directing point; and the 
rear ranks are to be well locked up, particularly when fir­
ing. In mJrching in battalion, or when halted, rear ranks 
will be locked up; but in marching in column, they may 
in general be at one pace difiance: the fteps are to be tak­
en firm and marked. 

C"o'iage if All alterations in cqrrying, Ji'ppor(ing arms, &c. are done 
';In". by the whole batt~lion at once, whether in line or column, 

and not by the divifions of it feparately.-The command­
ing offirer gives the word, and not the platoon officers; 
and no fuch change is at any time made, but in conre .. 

quence 
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quence of his command; the men therefore, in all cafes, 
wheel, halt, march, dl'ejs, &c. with their arms carrit'd,jllp­
parted, ,&c. according as the lail: given command direEted 
them. The fame is to be obfen-ed whenever the battalion, 
moving in line or column, ch:mges its time of march 

In column, when the right of the battalion is in front, Pi'L'C/ fir, 
the left is the pivot flank; and when the left of the battalion 
is in front, the right is the pivot Hank. 

In marching in column, the pivot files of men next to the Pic'n Fe 
officers mU1t have great attention in covering, when the 
movement is made in a il:raight line, :IS they are points on 
which the formation is made, and therefore, for that pm--
pofe, they remain clofe to their pivot officers, who in 
that fituation cover and give diitance. 

Supported arms i1lOuld only be allowed when halted in 
line, or when moving in column.-But the march in line:, 
and in general all wheelings up into line, and all for111-
ings of the line or drefTing it, ihould be made with car·, 
ried arms, as the only fituation which preferves the tnv 
~ii1:ance of files, or (an give an accurate lin'. 

COVERING PLATOON SERJEANTS. 

The COVeRING SERJEANT accompanies and aHi.its tile Fh- Po",:" C' 

toon oflicer in all his movements, and preierves his pldce n'~, [C7'O "' .. 

in line, or 011 the pivot flank in column, whenever the "'.I .0', , 

officer's duty requires him oCCllionally to quit ;t.-In bat-
talion he covers in the rear rank. At open order, he 
moves into the officer's place in the front rank. At chI'" 
order, he leaves it for the officer to take it. In the nnfch 
in echellon, he is on the outward fI:mk of the front rank 

When the bJttalion breaks into column to the right or I" 0.'"", 

left, the ferjeant falls back two paces; and when the wheel 
IS finiihed, he covers his officer on the pivot flank. 'Vhen 
the column marches, if the otTicer is in front of the ph-
toon, the ferjeant is on the pivot of the front rank, and 
is anfwerable for the platoon dii1:ance; if the officer re-
mains on the pivot flank, the ferjeant then falls behind the 
rear rank, and covers the fecond file from the pivot. 

When from column, the right in front platoons wheel up ;r;.w'i'i in. 
to the left into line; the ferjeant at the word 'wheel, goes to ',ne, 

tc} the right of the front rank: of the platoon, and wheels 
up 
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up with it, thereby preferving the officer's place. If th~ 
wheel is to the right, the ferjeant is behind the right file, 
ready to move up to the officer's place at the concluiion 
of the wheel. On all occauons, when any platoon (which 
is then feparated) joins in line to one on its right, at that 
initant muit the covering ferjeant be on its right, to pre­
[erve the place of his officer, who may be employed in 
dreffing his platoon. . 

Leadingpla. 'Vhen the platoons wheel either into line, or into co­
;v~H. ltunn, the ferjeant of the leJ.ding platoon runs out, and marks 

the point in the line of pivots, where its flank is to halt. 

Cotlnter­
'r./Jrch. 

When platoons countermarch in column, the ferjeant moves 
into the officer's place (when he quits it to lead in file),jacu 
to the right-about, tbnds faft, and becomes the pivot point 
for the front rank leader to clofe to after the countermarch 
is finiihed, and his place is occupied by the officer aftel; 
dreffing his divifion. 

""Vhen the platoons from columns file in order to take a 
new line, either to the front or rear, the ferjeant of each 
fucceffively, as it arrives within thirty yards of that line (and 
no fooner), runs out, takes difiance, places himfelf on it, 
~nd remains as a po:nt to which his officer is to bring and 
dofe in the pivot Hank man of his platoon, and as a point 
which the officer himfelf is afterwards to occupy. 

VThenever the battalion halts to fire, the ferjeants fall 
back, and in concert with the fupernumerary rank, keep 
the rear ranks well locked up, and attentive to their duty.­
When the battalion again moves, ferjeants refume their 
places. 

When the battalion is in column of fub-divifions, if the 
officer is ordered to march in front of his platoon, the fer­
jeant is on the pivot of the leading fub-diviuon,-lf the of. 
ficer is on the flank of his leading fub-diviGon, the ferjeant 
takes the flank of the fecond. In column of feCl:ions the 
ferjeant alfo takes the flank of the fecond feaion. 

ClosecQlumn. In clofe column the ferjeant is on the flank of the rear 
rank behind his officer; and in forming line after the halt, 
front of the platoon, he remains on its outward flank, and 
marches up with it. 

All non-commiffioned officers, or perfons on foot, mark.: 
jng a dire[tion for the march in column, or formation of 
the line or its parts, take up fuch direCtion in file by .co­

vermg 
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vering each other, and then frand faced to the flank of the 
column, or front of the line, [0 that their breaits become 
the line of march, or line of formation. 

The PIONEERS in column of march, are in front.-In line; Pion"". 

they are formed in flngle Rank behind the left centre Com-
pany, and fix paces from the rear rartk. 

DRUMi\IERS in column of march, or clofe columII, are '\vith Dr"'1l"'cr~, 
their companies, and on the fbnk, not the piyot one.-In 
line the granadier and light drummers are fix p.lces behind 
the rear l',1l1K of their compani€s.-The battalion drummers 
are in two Jivifions, and formed fix paces behind the [econd 
:md feventh comp:lI1ies.-In parade, at open ranks, the 
drummers preferve their llx paces from the rear rank. 

Whenever the platoon is cautioned. to whee! forward or Ecb"lo~. 
backward any !Iam,d number of paces, the ferjeant im­
mediately poits himfelf before or behincl the eighth file, 
from the fl:and.in~ flank, alld takes the ordered number of 
wheeling paces; \vhen his platoon has conformed, he places 
l1imfelf on its outward flank. 

The 1\Iuslc, in open or clore column, are on the flank, J'.:hs;" 

which is not the pivot one; in line they are in a flngle rank 
behind. the right centre c0111pany, t~lrec paces in rear of 
the fourth rank; in pJ.rad.e at open ranks, they are between 
the colours and the front rank. 

DrUmn1E'fS, muGc, pioneers, F.: I:. will take care not to J'.[:I;;(, is'c, 
impelle the flank movements of the clore column, n'lr its for .. 
mation into line, but will get into the rear of their reil1ec-
tive battalions as loon as they arc diJenga:;ccl fi om each 
"'ther. 

ATTEN nONS IN PLATOON OFFICERS. 

When the battalion is formed in line, company or platoon P.>;;li" of 
officers are all on the right of theu" pbtoons.-In coLimn, plJ"on ojJi. 
they are on the pivot flank, unleL p.lrtiClllarly ordered into em. 
tilt front of each platoon, if a march for any coniidcrable 
diH-ance is to be made.-When on the pivot flank;, they are 
anfwcrable in their own perfons tlr diitancc5 and covering: 
when in front, their ferjeants, under their directiuns, pre-
ferve the ordered diitance. 

In wheeling from line to column, each moves out, and Whcding i •• 

places himfelf one pace before the centre of his ;:,l.lt()I),l ; each to column, 

wrns towards his men during the wheel, and inclines to his 
11 pivot 
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pivot flank; each gives his word Halt, DrcJs, when his wheel .. 
ing man has juft completed his degree of wheel; each 
[quares his platoon, but without moving what Was the ftand­
ing flank; each then places himfelf on the proper pivot 
flank.-After the wheel into column is completed, no one 
is to caufe his platoon to fhift, by way of covering on the 
pivot flank, unlefs fo ordered by the commanding officer, 
or that in the courfe of marching a firaight line is gradually 
t:lken up. 

In wheeling from column into line, each places himfelf 
one pace before the centre of his platoon; each turns to­
wards his n1en during the wheel, and inclines towards the 
pivot of his preceding platoon; each gives his word Halt, 
Drefs, when his wheeling man, on whom his eye is fixed, 
is jufi arrived at the next fianding pivot man; each then 
from that next pivot man corrcEts the interior of his platoon, 
upon his own pivot man; each then takes his place and re­
mains fieacly on the right of his platoon. 

All movements of company officers and non-commiffioned 
officers from one poiition to another are to be made with 
alcrtnefs and precifion. 

WbaiinK in If the column is in movement, and plafoons are fucce5~ 
column Oil a hi' d' n.' h ffi h fixed point. £Iv ely to 'IV ee mto a new lreLLlon, eac 0 cer, to w atever 
, hand he is to wheel, gives his word from the point he is then 

phced at, whether in front, or on the flank.--If on the wheel­
ing flank, he condutl:s it.-If he is on the fianding flank, 
h~ fl:eps out two or three paces, to fee that his platoon wheels 
quick, with a lengthy fl:ep, and that he may time his word 
Halt; this done, he is to fall back to his phce on the pivot 
flank, no longer to look to his platoon, but having his eye 
fixed on the officer of the preceding platoon, he is to give 
his word Jl1arch at the infl:ant that officer is tlking the Jaft 
fl:ep which eftablifhes the proper difiance betwixt- the pla­
toons. 

011 tbe pivet When an officer is marching on the pivot flank, he is to 
jI.1l1k. be anfwerable for difiance and covering; thefe circumfl:an­

ces alone mufi folely engage his whole attention; he can 
only occafionally give a glance of his eye towards his platoon7 

which mufi drefs to him of courfe, and without any parti­
cular diretl:ion. 

Counlu .. 
marcb of 
pluto"". 

When phtoons in column are each to countermarch on its 
own gronnd, the officer, when his platoon faces, goes to 
that Rank, which is to become the pivot flank, condutl:s his 

platoon 
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platoon in file, and dofes its leader to the ferjeant, who has 
remained to mark the pivot, halts, fi-allfs, and dreifes it 
fquare ; he then places himfelf where the ferjeant fiood. 

When the battalion marches in line, officers then become In Lir::. 

individuals, equally attentive as the foldier; nor can officers 
then be attentive to any thing but to the correctnelj of their 
own perfonal march; every opention then depends on the 
word from the commanding ofIicer, who MOVES, HALTS, :md 
DRESSES the battalions.-Whenever the battalion is in line, 
officers give no commands, except in Erings. 

When the platoons of a column file feparately to a flank, In file, 

the officer conducts the head, and when he arrives witllin 
thirty pJces of the new po/ition, in which he is to form, he 
detaches his. ferjemt to mark the point at which he is to 
place his pivot front rank man, either in filing to front or 
rear; the officer fiops at that ferjeant, and haits,jI-ollts, and 
dreJles his platoon clofe to the ferjeant : he then himfelf~ af-
ter correc1ing his platoon, replaces the ferjea~lt, who fJlIs 
back to the rear rank.-In FILDIG, difbnces and dreHing are 
taken from that hand to which, by a face of the platoon, the 
whule would fiand fronted in column, ana the line breaks 
into column towards the directing point.-The leaders of 
the third, fourth, &c. platOOllS, from the directing flank, 
are never in the (ourIe of marching to overpafs the ilraight 
li:.e which joill3 the heads of the firH: and [econd, but are, if 
any thin 1-', to be behind it, till they arrive and halt exaCtly 
in the new line.-In movements to the rear, diibnces ~\lld 
dreffing are always taken from the fame point to which they 
would be made if the movement was to the front, that is, 
from the left in going to the rear, if it fhould be from the 
right in going to the front, 

On the leading platoon officer-of the column much of the· LtaJ;;Jg Of. 
prcciiion of march depends; he muit leacl at an equal,)i''', 
Heady pace; he muit lead on two objeCts either given to 
him, or which he himfelf takes up on every alteration of po-
fition ; this demands his utmoit attention; nor muit he al~ 
low it to be diverted by looking at his platoon, the care of 
whofe regularity depends on the other officers, and 110n­
commifIioned officers, belonging to it. The fecond platoon 
officer muit aHa have a knowledge of the points on which. 
the firfi leads; he is always to keep that firit officer and 
thofe point lin a line, and thofe two officers, together with 
the placed mounted officers thus become a direCtion for the 

R :2 other 
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other pivot officers to cover.-In marching in open column, 
the covering ferjeants are placed behind the fecond file from 
the pivot officers, that the officers may the more correCl:1y 
fee and cover each other in column. 

lPhtu pivets In the column of march, <J.fter the word HALT is give~ 
march. no one is to move, and pivots particularly muft remain 

where they are then placed. In this fituation, when or­
dered to FORM, each platoon WHEELS up to its adjoining 
pivot; the whole will then, perhaps (as in the cafe of march­
ing on a road along the different turnitlgs of a height) 
&c. &c.) be in a winding line, and muft not attempt to get 
into a fl:raight line, unlefs fo ordered by the commanding 
otlicer to anfwer fome particular object. 

lVberling When the platoon wheels B.qCKWARDS, from line into co-
~J,hl)ard,. lumn, the fituation and bufineis of [he officer is the fame :lS 

when wheeling forwards. And he hafts and drejJ~s from his 
pivot flank, which he gains during the wheel. 

In c!ofe ce. In clofe column, diviflon officers are on the pivot flanks .. 
tum". -In forming line, before the diviiions face, they are :£hift. 

ed to the lealling flank, if neceifary. The officer of each 
fiops in his own perron when the divifian nearer to the form. 
ing point than himfelf receives the word H,dt, Front. He 
allows his ferjeant to proceed with the divifion; at the due 
inftant gives his word Halt, Frollt, DreJs, and as foon as the 
front of his divifion is clear, the word lJ.jarch conduCting it 
into line. Before the divilion arrives within three 01' four 
paces of its ground, the ofucer will have ftepped out nimDly 
to the flank of the preceding divifion, and will be thus ready 
to give the word Halt, Drifs, at the inftant his inward flank 
men joins the preceding divinon. The I}len dre[s by the 
forlned part of the line, and the officer COfr-cctS them on the 
known diftant point. He then re[umes his p:ato~m place, 
which has been preferved by a ferjeant. When the clofe 
column, or part of it, forms line on a rear divifion, the 
Qlf,cer of each, when the one behind him halts, fronts, will 
fiep nimbly rOllnd ~o the rear (and, without impeding his 
di,i~ion, flllow his ferjeant to proceed); from thence he can 
judge the proper moment of giving his words Halt, Frollt, 
to his~~ \'ii:o'1; he then places himfelf on its inward flank, 
and marches up when his front is clear. 

In general a mounted field officer HaltJ, Frollts, the 
divifiollS of the clore column when they march up into line. 

if.'i.'.rro The officer of one of the centre platoons is always in open 
column 
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column to preferve diftance for the colour files. The co­
lours wheel up into column with the leading centre platoon, 
and place themfelves behind the third file of men from its 
pivot flank; when the line forms, they clofe into that flank. 

When officers march in front of their divifions, they mull In i'm' dl­

jn their own perfons keep fo clote to the preceding ones, as vifi'"s. 
not to hinder the flank of their own diviiion from preferving 
its proper difl:ance. 

When the head of a column of march changes its direc- Wheelsin,.­

tion, and that marchinl> in an ;llignement is not in quefl:ion, lunl1l
h 

of 
• • (:I marr on a 
mllead of makmg regular wheels en fixed points, the oilicer n1O've<iblt 1" 
who conduas the leading diviiion will often be direaed gra- 'Vot. 

dually to bring it round into the new direaion, by the turn 
of the outward iboulder making both his flanks continue 
moveable; but each fucceeding divifion, without tbe for .. 
jJlality of command, or halt, does the fame thing, the whole 
attention relling on each pivot tbnk, which at no rate muft 
increafe its diitance; but during this operation preierves the 
fame equality of time and length of Ilep at whIch it w.\s be-
fore moving. 

On all occaiions of forming in Ene, either by wheeling C!)'colrm;·, 

up from open column, or in moving up from eloie column, 
or in marching tlp from echellon, &c. the conduCting offi-
cer moves nimbly to his point d'appui, fome paces before th~ 
;,lrrival ofhi~ diyilion in the line, and from thence gives his 
word to Halt, and in1hntly drefies it. 

Officers and ferjeants of the sUPERNUMER.~RY rank are in Sut{rnu~'~_ 
the rear of their refpeaive companies; ,dlen the battalion ralY rod'. 

is halted, or marching in line, they are three paces from 
the rear rank. In open column, they are within one p:lce 
of the rear rank. In clofe column they go on the tlank of 
their divifion which is not the plvOt. 'l heir gre:\t attention 
during movements is, that files are correa, ranks kept up, 
and that perfect order is preferved among the foldiers, cir­
cumllances in which they greatly affift the platoon officer, 
who having the important objeas of dift:ll1ce and covering 
of pivots to obferve, cannot in filch lituation be giving mi-
nute direaions to his platoon, without loiing fight of his more 
material duties. During the firings, the fupernumerary rank, 
affifted by the platoon ferjeant5, are to keep the rear ranks 
well elofed up to the front, and to prevent allY break 
beginning in the rear. 

The STAFF (adjutant excepted) in line are three paces Staff. 
b(lhind the mufic. It 
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. 1Jj"u"! It is the particular buGnefs of the ADJUTANT at all times 
giVe" point. to afcertain, under the orders of the field officers, the direc­

tion on which the column is to move, or on which the for­
mation of the line is to be made. For this purpole he is 
mounted, otherwife he could not properly difcharge this 
important duty; and he can be l1Juch aHified in it, by ha­
ing two or three noa-commiffioned officers properly trained 
to line themielves quickly with any two given points. He 
is to take care, that the point where the battalion in column 
enters an alignement is afcertained to it., When it is moving 
in tlut alignement, that two poillts a-head of the column 
are always afcertained to, or by the leading officer. When 
it wheels up into line, that a point beyond each flank in that 
line is afcertained. When the line is to be prolongpJ, and 
has wheeled backwards by di"i (ions, that two points in the 
eX,lct line of the pivots are I eady for its march.' When the 

;':.b.:',~, clofe column is to form in line, that a poillt to. each flank is 
gi',en. vVhcn the battalion changes polItion, either by files 
c r by the diagonal march of diviflons, that there are points 
g'I'e1l on which the pivots of files will cover, and can drefs 
their divifions upon from their len:ral points of appui. In 
iliort, that upon all occalions, fixed points of forming, dres­
ling, and march, are g; I'en, except in advancing in line, 
where the afcertaining (ueh points does not depend on the 
adjutant. 

!!,hdhn. When the battalion ch:mges pofition by the echellon 
march, the named di" irion wheels its 8th file into the new 
direu.ion. The other divifio!1.iwheel their Hth file half the 
number of paces as the named one. The ferjeant is on the 
outward flank, the officer on the inward Bank of each di­
villon. At the word MARCH, they move on, preferving 
their rehtiYe diibnce, and covering of pivots from before 
them :t:1d jufi before the inward flank of each divifion ar­
rives at the outward flank of its preceding one, which is 
already halted in line, its officer places himfelf before that 
flank and when his inward man touches it, he gives his 
word Halt, Dreis up, if the movement is to the front, 
and dreifes his divifion on the difiant prepared flank point, 
fo that his divifion is fl:eadied before the arrival of the' 
next one. When the change is made to the rear, the re­
tiring part faces about before the divifion wheels are made, 
proceeds as above, and each officer gives the word halt, 

FOllt, drefi' b,k, to his J;I'ifion, when its inward man touches 
~he preceding formed one. 

AT .. 
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ATTENTIONS OF COMMANDING OFFICERS OF 
BATT ALlONS. 

The battalion may be confidered to the line, what the 
platoon is to the battalion. 

Commanding and field officers are always to be mounted, Fidd cjf, 
and unlefs they are aCtiye on horfeback, it is impoiTible for ""kud. 

them to fee, to correCt, to prevent mifbkes, or to move 
with that defpatch which is neceiTary from one point to ano-
ther. 

Whatever operation is to b~ performed by the whole of C"".·;,," l' 

the battalion at once, is done upon the word from the com­
manding othec!', without any repetition being made by pla-
toon otficers; he puts it in lIlotion and halts it whether in 
line or column; he whedJ it from line into column, and 
from column into line; he QrJcTS arms to be carried, jllpported, 
&c. he dreffis it from the centre, when it has marched in 
line, and halts, and from what was the leading flank when 
it has wheelcd up from column int:> line. 

Defore the column marches, the commanding officer as- Poin" ,:' 

certains points to the leadil:t:; officer, and when he intends to m""I, 
ch:ll1ge the direCtion of the march he gives new points, alld 
he watches over the juft leading of the column. He takes 
care tl1:lt all 'wheels of platoons are made at the identical 
point where the leading platoon wheeled; tlut all dJ/ibiinp 
of iub.divifions are made fuceeffively in the [nne m:,nner, 
and at the fame point; and that forming up to platoons is 
made at the fpot ,,·here the firfl: formin,; up is macle-That . P,il;"s ,I 
in all diminutions of the front, the n,ltural order of the co- do"Uin~ ,", 

lumn is preferved, whethel the right or left of the batLtlion 7<1;','.",:;. 

leads. -That a column of half platoons occupies no more 
[pace than a column of whole platoons, \'iz. jufl: fufEeient 
to wheel up into battalion. 

When the open column marching in an alignement :3 to lTJi, or I; 

form in a fl:raight line, and for that purpofe /vdts; the in- colu",o, 

ftant that it does halt, the commanding G:Iieer from the 
head of the battalion at that inftant correCts the pivot file3 of 
men (which ought not to be neceiTary) in the true line, and 
tlpon a rear point. But if the march is making in a windiug 
direction, and that the intention is not to form, or not to tab~ 
up a ftraight line,' the platoons remain on the ground on 
which they hait, and do not move in any Dupe, until they 
receive a further order, eit'1er to form in lme, 01' firfl: to 
COVel", and then to form; or to continue til!: march. Th" 
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The commanding officer always conducts the head of his 
battalion co\unin to the point at which it is to enter a ne\v 
line and he takes care in time to defpatch a mounted offi­
cer to afcertain that point.-When the platoons wheel up 
into line, he im~nediately (if neceiTary) corrects the dreffing 
of the battalion from the flank which led when in column, 
and that gerierally upon a point beyond the other flank. 

When aCting in line with others, the commanding officer 
of each battalion conforms to the movements of the regula­
t~ng one, and from it takes and rapidly repeats his words halt, 
'wheel, march, &c. and the lealt delay in repeating the 
words halt, or march, muft undoubtedly diforder the line in 
proportion to that delay, for the whole of a line ihould march, 
or halt, at the fame inltant. 

In line, the {;ommanding officer, by marked elutions, 
makes his battalion fiep out, or fiep jh~rt or incline, as is neces­
{ary to preferve its place in the general line: his great atten­
tion is to fee and .prevent the beginning of faults, and not wait 
till they have had their effeCt; by watching and regulating his 
advanccd ferjeants, he ben regulates his battalion; the fquarc­
nefs of the march,- the compaCtnefs of the files, and the 
equality of ftep, are the great objeCts he is to have in view'. 
The other mounted officcrs are behind the wings, and can 
atlift much in preventing faults, and in correCting them. 

All the battalions of a line muft halt at the fame infiant 
in confequence of that word, repeated by commanding offi­
ccrs, whether they are then correCt or not in line. Each 
half battalion, from it£ own colour, and the men looking to 
it, will be immcdiatelv drelfed on the colours of the next 
adjoining batt:!lioIl: by this means a general continued line 
will bc obtaincd, and, at a'1Y rate, a ihaight one between 
each two colo,lr5; and if all the colours ihould have truly 
halted in one line, the whdle corps will be completely for­
med in a ftraight line. But if the baIt is not jufi:ly made, 
and that a better line muft be obtained, the colours of the 
defeCtive battalions will be brought into the gener:!l line; 
the platoon officers will quickly arrange themfelves, eyes will 
be ordered to the right, and the men will in an inftant mDve 
up: too much celerity cannot be ufed in completing this (j. 

peration. 

A ungle battalion, when it halts, is thus drelfed on its 
right or left centre company, and is therefore in a ftraight 
line. Two battalions drefs each from its centre on each o­

ther's 
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tner's colours, their outward wings conforming, and are 
therefore in a :!haight line. Three or more battalions dref;1 
from the centre of each on their next colour; and there­
fore if all the colours halt in a line, the line of the whole 
will be i1:raight; if they are not in a line, the general line 
will not be ihaight (till a fpecial correction is nude), but no 
flank will be thrown out of the general direCtion. 

When a battalion retires :md halts, it ought never to re­
main in that fituation, b1Jt. b:~ immediately faced about, 
and dreifed to the proper front. 

The greatefl: fault that a battalion in line can make is Intervall; 

increaflng its inten'al: bad drefIing may be remedied with-
out danger, but a falfe difbnce prefc:nt. a weak part to an 
enemy, and is not to be clcifed, without a haz<JxdJus move-
ment, and great operation of the line. 

Commanding officers cannot take too much precaution to /!i·,'cs ;1, ,.it 
afcertain true points in the line in which they are to form, creif<. 

before the arrival of their battalions in it, and this by the 
aid of the mounted officers. 

When a battalion is exerciiing fingly, a commanding ofE­
eel' may have two non-commiflioned oHlccrs behind each 
flank, properly trained, and ready to run out to that flank, 
to give points of marching, forming, or dreffi3g upon the 
true line. In doing which, cine flank of the batt:llion is 
generally cCinfidcred as in thJt line, and often both. 

vVords of command cannot be fpecified for all the v3rie. Aile';::;" 

/:y of circumlhnces anJ fituations that occnr; but COnl­

mandino' officers being themfelv.?s cle}!" in whJt is to b~ 
Jane, il~oulJ by dil1:inCt and explicit orJers, which they di-
vide anti adapt for the occafion, lead their bJttalions through 
all the points of execution with preciilon: this will alway,; 
be found the iliortefi path, nor on any account filOuld a-
hy operation, more efpecially the correCtion of an error or 
mifiake (once a battalion is aiTembled under arms) be per­
formed in a carelefs or f!ovenly manner, which will always 
be the cafe if the command~r's orders 2.re not pointed, 
loud, and fufficiently explanatory. 

A battalion close colLlmn forms in line on its front divifion, Clf· edum'il 
on its rear divifion, or on a central one, according as cir­
cumfiances require; and in all cafes the line formed upon 
is that on which the head of the column or columns is 
halted before the formatiop. begins; and therdore the divi-

S fioo 
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lIon on which each blttllion at any time forms, moves up at 
the proper infiant, and halts on that line. When feveral 
clofe battalions, fianding on the line, are to extend and 
form, the regulating and named battalion only can be obliged 
to form on a central divifion; each of the others will form 
on it9 front, or rear divifion; viz. on that which firft ar­
rives at its ground, where it halts, fronts; and occupies its 
proper place, while the others move on, and fucceflively 
c'ome up to it. 

Forming j~ In forming line from clore column, points muft be 
line. given beyond both flanks in the direCtion of the line, and a 

mounted officer halts, and fronts each divifwn, which is 
efpecially neceffary for thore that form upon a rear one, al­
though lefs fo for thore that form upon a front one. The 
d'celTing and correEi:ion of the line is from the firfi formed di­
vifion towards the other flank; and all the eyes of the bat­
talion are of courfi: turned to that firfi: formed divifion. 

A, "'''"Y The fame number of points are required for the march in 
point' dare r,. an alignement, and wheeling up into line of an open column 
QUire in' f b' f h f rIb' . ;ne hatta/"n 0 one attallOn, as or t at 0 levera attallOns; YIZ. olle 
as for /cwr. where the line 1S entered, and (always) hu? beyond the head 
Ill. of the column. Therefore, although thefe precautions may 

appear formal for the movements of the battalion when fin­
gle, yet are they neceifary in all it~ exeicifes, when it is re­
colleCted that fuch battalion is in the place of and mufi: confi­
der itfelf as the le::tdin:i one of the column, on whofe corrcLrt 
pOlltion thofe of c\ery following one depei1ds.. The fame 
ex::tEtnefs is required in eyery extenJion from clofe column in­
to line, and in every forming and ch::tnge of pofition that 
the batt::tlion m::tkes. In fine, in order to qualify the bat­
talion for aCting in general line, it mufi at its fingle exercife 
work on points fixed and rebtive, and make no chance and 
accidental movements and formations. 

I" a!l}!u"'_ Although on mofi occafions of movement and formation, 
;:i:~s ':rut! and at all times in infiruCtion, determined points marked by 
molrrb ("n. detached and mounted officers are given, yet fuch help <;an­
not be giver.. not be expeCted or depended on when the line is advancing 

on an enemy, whcn a corps is haraffed in its retreat, and 
when it is unfafe to fend out officers, &c. In fuch fituations 
e.very thing will depend on the eye and judgment of conduc­
tmg officers, who mufi preferve fuch direCtion of movement 
and feize i1.1Ch accidental points as prefent themfelves, ;md 
lead to the objeCt which is to be accomplifhed. 

In 
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In whatever {hape a battalion is moving, the commanding The batta, 

officer is never to lofe fight of this great principle, that the ont,m no)i" 
a IOn CO'll" 

battalion ihould at no rime cover more ground than its pro- more f!rou, 

per extent when formed in line. Therefore, if he is march- tha'l tf" pr 
, '1' h 11. k 1 h' fil J per extent mg 111 me, e mUll ta ~e care t lat IS es 0 not open; lis frolll, 

and if he is marching in column, his great attention is that 
his divifions do not open. For this purpofe his march mufl: 
be jult and compaCl:, his wheels quick, and all Joublings up, 
or back, which alter the extent of front, mult be made fo 
as not to impede the general movements of the column, or to 
change its difl:ances. When the front is to be diminifhed, 
he mult fee that the doubling diviGon flackens its pace, and 
when difengaged from the other divifion, that it inclines 
well up, quick, and covers, thereby not impeding the divi-
lion behind it. ,Vhen the front is to be increafeJ, the mo-
ving up divifion does it quick and by oblique marching. 

The commanding officer mult recolleCl:, in the windin g Marching 

movements of the open COIIl17l1l of march, that the wheeling ,In "ltg'" 

difl:ances mui1: be juJi:; that the pivots are to follow on the exaCl: menl. 

traCt which the leading one has traced Ollt; that the whole, 
when ordered, halt on the pre<;ii:~ ground they then occupy; 
and that when they wheel up and form, the line will not 
then be a continued, but probably an irregular curved one. 
But if a fl:raight line is to be entered ~~jJd formed upon, from 
the point where the head ellt~rs, and not i'uona, al1d where 
a mounte<;l officer remaim poi1:ed, Joe, every platoon pivot 
officer begin to cover in the true line, to m,lrch in that line 
and to preferve his true diltance: nor mull: any obi1:acle that 
can poffibly be furmounted ever force the pivot officers out 
of that line; although tte men of their platoon, \\'hen it 
becomes neceffilry, may open or widen their flIes from 
them. And if the pivot<, on account of any material Qblta-
de, are thrown for a time out of the line, they iliould al. 
ways, if poJlible, move to the hand which carries them CC~ 
hind the line, and again rf.-~nter it when they can; and 
for which purpofe an officer, or non-commiHioned officer, 
ihould be placed where they are to re-enter it. In marching 
in the alignement, the commanding and mounted officers 
:!hould frequently place themielves in it, with a glance of the 
eye fee whether the files preferve it, and correCt them if 
neceffary. 

As one field officer at a time muJl: command the battalion, 
the others prefent can only aCl: in aid of him, nor can their 
fituation in all cafes be afcertained; but {houlJ the com-

S 2 manoing 
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manding officer not be at the hend of the open column 
(when it marches, and particularly when it halts) to correct, 
if neceifary, the pivots in the general line, another field offi­
cer, or tce le;]ding officer, if no field officer is there, fhould 
infbntly attend to it, th3t the wheeling up may not be delay­
ed. If in the courfe of exercife and inftruction, the com­
manding officer is not behind the centre when the battalion 
marches in line or halts, another field officer from that fitu­
tion can immediately give every proper aid in movement, or 
in lining, as it ought \~hen halted; and in every cafe it muft 
be evident in what manner the commanding officer can be­
ajllfted. 

'When the line is to break and wheel into open column of 
march, in, almoft all cafes it is better done by wheeling back­
ward th:cn forward, for the wheel is in this manner made 
on the pi\'ot flanks; and although diviflons may be unequal, 
yet thefe flanks cover after the wheel, an advantage which 
is loft if the wheels are made forward. 

When a battalion makes a retired EeB ELLON, or part of 
an echellon of a confiderable line, the Commanding officer 
muft take great care to regulate his movements by thofe of 
the one preceding him; viz. that he pre{erves his parallelifm; 
his ordered diftance; his proper flank interval, and when 
the leading echellons halt; and that he is to move up into 
line; that the outward flank is not thrown too forward, 
(which, without great attention, will happen) and thereby 
perhaps be expofed to the enemy's enfilade. 
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'it .. "" The words marked in CAPITALS are given by the com .. 
mander of the battalion. 

The words marked in Italicks are given by the commander 
of the company. 

WORDS 
ABSTRACT. OF 

CO'\[~IAND. 

1. 

W.hen the battalion rCO:;\\PA:\IFS, l 
IS halted, and I RIGHT (OR LEFT) A 
wheels up by di- WH I- EL. 

caution. 

vifions of any~ QUICK MARCH. 
kind to either I 
flank (here the I Hnlt, Dress. 
right). L 

When the battalion fCOMPA~IES' ON 

is halted, and YOUR LE FT 
wheels backwards BACKwARD 
into open column~ WHEEL. 

of companies (the I QUICK MARCt!. 

right in front. L Halt, DrcSJ", 

3. 

When divifions are rTo THE LEFT 
halted in column, I WHEEL INTO 
and wheel up to ~ LINE. 
either hand to I QUICK MARCH. 

form in line (to L Halt, Dros. 
the left). 

S By the leader of l each company. 

'I The left-hand man 
~ of the front rank 
I of the company 

) faces inwards. 

7. By the leader of 
5 each company. 

~ By each leader of 
(. a divifion. 

-.1<. 'When 
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ABSTRACT. 

r r 

I § 
4. t::: .:; 

:.0 
'When the head i 

of the column I .S 
wheels into aj ~ I 
new direction, ~ I 
marches on, 
and is follow-
ed by the rear I L 
diviiion", I=i r 

1

,8 1 
'~ I 
:.01 

I ~i ~ I 
::; I 

l~ L 

r 
I 
f 

5. I 

WORDS 
OF 

COMMAND, 

Halt, Right, 
Whee!. 

~T{alt, DrcJJ, 
J~Iarch. 

Halt, Wheel, 
Halt, Dress, 

frIar,h. 

RIGHT FACE. 

~ 
From line to form I QUICK MARCH. 

open column of 1 
companies, be- ~ 
hind the right I 
company. 

I 

I 
l 

Halt, Front, 

[

One word of conl-> 
mand, halt being 
merely a cau-

I tion before the 
I QUICK March is 
L taken up. 

'-rThe firft diviiion 
marches when 

I the fecond is < within two paces, 
I and thereby does 
I not impede its 
l wheel. 

rEach fucceeding di­
I viiion wheels in 

j the fame manner 
as tht- leading one, 

. and marches on I when its prece-

L 
ding one is at its 
due diftance. 

'The right company 
frands faft, and the 
other companies 
are ordered to 
wheel into open 
column, facing to 
that company. 

~ 
The companies that 

have wheeled face 
to the right. 

rThe ferjeants fuccef­
I fively take flank, 

i points, and the 
companies !parch 

L in file. 
rEach officer [uccef­
I fively halts and 
I fronts his com-
~ pany, when his 

\ 

pivot flank man 
arrives at his fer­

I ieant. 6. When 



WORDS 
ABSTRACT OF 

COMi\I,\}.iD, 
----- ------

6. rCOMPANIES 
WILL COUNTER-

When the column MARCH. 
of companies is RIGHT (OR LEFT) 
to change its~ FACE. 
front, by the QUICK MARCH. 
countermarch of 
each company. 

Halt, Front, 

L Dress. 

7. 
When the b:-tttalion (THE BATTALION 

is halted, and j \';Il.L ADVANCE. 

is to l1UfCll in 1 MARCH. 
front. L 

8. 

When the battalion 1 
is to halt. J 

HALT. 

9. 

~ A ""ion. 

t Each company faces. 

In file. 
7. Each comp,my [e-
S parately, 

To the pivot t~'J.n~, 

) The centre ferje:mL: 
( move out. 

~
T~e advanced fer­

Jcants return te, 

the battalion. 

rTr-IE l'_\TT\;,IO:1 ) The ferjeants n~(',re 
When the battalion I WILL RETIRE. ( out. 

is halted, and is i RIGHT ABOUT FACE, 

to retire. L MARCH. 

10. 

When the battl-

!ion, after ret~r- ~ HAL T, FRONT. 
mg, comes to Its 
proper front. 

(' One co.um1rid, and 
) the f<:rjeants re, l turn to the bat~ 

talion. 

rFORM CLOSE COLUMN ~ 

I 
IN' FRONT 0 F THE A caution. 
RIGHT DIVISION. 

From line to form R ! All the other com-
o IGHT FACE. 'f 

clore column m ~ pames ace, an.d 
front of the right I JI[el~gage their 
divifion. QUICK MARCH. leading flanks. 

Halt, Front. 7 
L Right, Drm. 5 Each company. 

12. From 

II. 
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WORDS 
OF 

COMMAND. 

BEHIND THE RIGHT A caution. 
rFORM CLOSE COLUMN ~ 

From line to form DIVISION. 

do[e column be- ~ All the other com': 
RIGHT FACE. 

hind the right 1 panies face, and 
company or divi- Q difengage their 

UICK MARCH. 
finn" leading flanks. 

Halt, Front. S" Each company fue-
L Left, DfesJ. ? ceffively. 

1~_ (FORM CLOSE COLUMN 

I ON THE - COM- ~ A caution. 
PANY, THE RIGHT 

From line to form IN FRONT. 

cloie column on { All but the named 
a central compa- company, and dis-INWARDS FACE. ! 
ny. I engage their lead-

QUICK MARCH. 
ing Banks. 

Hdt, Front, 5" Each company fuc-
l Left, Dress. <. ceffively. 

rFOR l\1 LINE ON THE 1 A . 
C::LUtlOl1. 

I 
FRONT COMPANY. 

LEFT FACE. 

From clofe column QUICK MARCH. 

to form line on I ' . ~ Each company when 
the front compa- ~ HAL T, FRONT. oppofite to its 
ny (the right in I ground. 
front). I Dress. 

jl,1arch. 

t ",Vhen arrived 1ll 

L Halt, Dress. 
line. 

14 

r FORM LINE. ON THE"( A . 5 cautIOn. 

I R~,~~~~ ',; ~~':.. 5" All except the rear 
15. QIJICK MARCH. ( company. 

~ I 8 ~ r ;] r I 5 As [oon as unco-
trom clofe column 2:!; I j,~JrOJ. ( vered. 

to form in line 1; 81 TJ T D 5 When it arrives in 
Qn the rear com- I ~ 8 L nad, reu., line. 

pany 



ABSTRACT. 

pany (the right in~ 
front). 

VF THE BATTALIOK 

WORDS 
OF 

COilli1L\.~'m. 

HALT. 

FRONT. 

Dress. 
flIdr.,l,. 

~ When oppofite iL 
(. ground. 

~ 'When it arn ves in 
H,dt, D,-t'Js. (. line. 

16. 

from clofe column I . ' A cautIOn. r FORM LINE ON THE ~ . 

( h . 1 . I -- CO,viPAN¥. 
t e nglt ll1~ 

front) to form I 0 ~ The kw:raI cLvili()n~, 
. r'TWARDS FACE. 

Ime on a central I 0 to the hand they 

L
UICK l\lARCH. company. ~ move to. 

j 
L, •• 

The named company, when unclwered, moves up into lint? to 
its marked flank. Tbofe that were ill frolJt of:t proceed JC in 
forming on a rear company.-Thofe tbat are i,l lUI' of it pro­
ceed as in forming on a front com pan y. 

In the deployment of the clore column into iine, a mounted 
officer HALTS, FROl\TS each comp:my or divilion (of which it i·; 
"0mpofed) fucceilively. 

DIRECTIONS 



DIRECTIONS 

FOR 

FUN ERA L PAR TIE S. 

!xn \NATIO:-< FOR RL 
VERSING ARMS. 

The right hand ftrike; the 
butt of the firelock, wrich IS 

turned upwards; the guard turn­
t,j towards the body: the fire_ 
lock is then pl,ced under the left 
arm, {tizing the cock and ham .. 
mer with the left fore-fingers and 
thumb. The right hand 1S thrown 
behind the body, and grafps tLe 
firelock; the right heel at th~ 
Lme time is brought to its origi­
nal pOil ti on. 

The officers' fwords are re­
versed undt.r the right arm; lhe 
point of the fword down\vards, 
gr03pin; the hilt with the right 
hand. 

The ferjeants' pikes to be re­
verfed under the left arm; the 
:pike up" ards, and the ri)1I hand 
thrown behinu the back, ljrafprng 
the {haft. 

THE party (according to the rank 
of the deceafed), appointed for the 
escort, is to draw up three deep, 
with open ranks and unfixed bayo­
nets, facing the houfe 01' marque 
where the corpse is lodged; and 
when it is brought out, the officer 
commanding will give the following 
words of command : 

, PRESENT FIRELOCKS! 
~ REVERSE FIRELOCKS: 

REAR RANKS TAKE CLOSE. 
ORDER. 

The party will then wheel for~ 
wards or backwards by divifions, or 
fub-divifions, as circumftances may 
require, and will ftand a column, the 
left in front, until the proceffion is 
ready, when the ranks will be open­
ed by word of command. 

The party moves off in ordinary 
timeJ 
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.\i;XPLAWATION. 

The firelock is quitted by the 
right hand, and brought to a p"r­
pendicular pofition; the muzzle 
placed upon the toes of the left 
foot. The right and left hands 
open are placed upon the bULt­

end of the fire lock, 
The [oldier's head leaning on 

the back of the left hand, 10 a3 
t.o look toward~ tile cOlp!"e. 

time, followed by the mUllc, with 
drums muffled, playing the Dead 
March. ' 

THE CORPSE. 
PAL~BEARERS OF EOUAL 

RANK WI l'H THE DECE~\SED. 
CHIEF MOURNERS. 

OFFICERS TWO 1\1'\1) TWO, 
according to rank, the jllniors next 
to the body of the deceaied. 

When the firfi di \ i1lon cf the fu. 
neral party arrives near the burial 
ground, the word of command, 
, HALT,' is given, and the ot1icer 
commanding will order the ranks of 
th.e tliviGons to wheel to the ri~ht 
and left, h.1vin:; been previously told 
cff for that purp'c,re, and being i.1-
wards, forming a lane for the corpre 
to p~js through . 
" REST UPON YOlm FIP,L­

LOCKS REVE1\SED,' 

The ccrpfe, (.:c. having p,:ikd: 
throur-h the lane, 

'fh~ word ' ATTENTIOi'J' is 
gi"en, Of). v hich th~ foldiss r~.iic 
their heads. 

, REVERSE :FL':.ELOCKS.' 
The ranks are then wheeled up, 

and at OPE~J ORDEn. move in (,r­

dinary time, and form in Lne in the 
fame order near to and h..:ing the 
grave. 

The word will then be ;:':l"en, 
'REST UPON YOlTn FI~E~ 

LOCKS RE\TD'tSED.' 
After the perfonnJl1ce of the fu­

neral {enice, the following words 
of command are gi ven : 

T2 



DiRECTIONS FOR FUNERAL PARTIRS; 

e ATTENTION.' 
, PRESENT FIKELOCKS,' 

by feizin~ the frelock with the left 
hand at the [well, the right hand 
{b'fte-d, and !:loth holding the fire­
lock in tile pofition of PhLSENTED 
AP,MS. 

, SI-IOLTLT)ER FIRELOCKS.' 
PRIME \N P LOAD WITH 

BLANK C ARTIUDGE, AND 
SHOULDEP,. 

FIRE THREE VCU.IES IN THE 
AUt. 

e ORDER ARMS.' 
, FiX Hi\. YONETS.' 
e SHOULDER ARMS.' 

"REAR RANKS TAKE CLOSE 
ORDER.' 

'\Vhed bJckwdrds by divifions on 
the left, and n;.1rch to camp or bar­
racks, the right i.n front, quick time. 

In marching b?ck the mufic are 
not to play, or the drums to Leat, 
until the party is entirely clear of 
the burying ground. 

N. B In the funerals of General 
CP~cers, the arrange·nent of the pre­
fer·bed nl1lT,:'cl' of pieces of cannon, 
;mel of the dlifel-em troops, mutt be 
mJcic under the :'l1per'~ rend~Elce of 
the general c,qiccr ~Oli n"liLting the 
\\' 'c, and ml'it neceirarily depend 
nn loedi l.l!eUtnftances. 

51 
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