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HORSE GUARDS,
1st NovEMBER, 1804,

HIS MAJESTY having thought proper to take into his
Royal Confideration the Modes in which the Manual and
Platoon Exercifes are at prefent performed by his I'roops
and it having appeared to His Majefty that they are capable
of receiving some Alterations to the Advantage of his Ser-
vice ; His Majefty is pleafed hereby to recal and cancel his
former Orders refpedting the Manual and Platoon Exercifes,
and to command that, in their ftead, the following Regula-

tions {hall be eftablifthed.

With a View to give the moft ready Circulation to His
Majetty's Commands refpecting the Manual and Platoon Ex-
ercifes, the Commander in Chief has directed that they fhall
be printed, and tranfmitted to every Regiment and Corps
in His Majefty’s Service : and it is His Royal Highnefs’s
Order, that the Drill of every Regiment fhall be immediate-
ly eftablithed in ftri¢t Conformity to the following Syftem,
which is to be adopted and invariably praltifed in future by
the whole Army.

To His Majefty’s Regulations on thefe Heads, the Com-
mander in Chief has thought proper to add fome General
Obfervations and Extracts from ¢ The Rules and Regula-
tions for the Formation, I'icld Exercife, and Movements of
His Majefty’s Forces,” on Points which it is eflentially ne-
ceflary that every Officer thould have firongly implanted in
his Memory, as being of daily and hourly Ufe. It is by no
means His Royal Highnels’s Intention to {ubfitute thefe
Extralts for the Work itfelf, which all Officers are enjoined
to have in their Poffeflion, and which muft conftantly be
reforted to as the Source from which They are to d  ve the
Information which is requifite to qualify them, asthey rife
in their Profeflion, to difcharge their Duty with Honour to
themfelves, and with Advantage to His Majefty’s Service.

By Command of His Royal Highnefs
The Commander in Chicf,

HARRY CALVERT,
Adjutant-General of the Forces,
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THE

MANUAL a0 PLATOON

EXERCISES.

POSITION OF THE SOLDIER UNDER
ARMS.

THE equal fquarenefs of the fhoulders and body to the
front is the firft and great principle of tiie pofition of the Sol-
dier :~—The heels muft be in a line and clofed :—The knees
ftraight, without ftiffnefs:—'l'he toes turned out, fo that
the feet may form an angle of about 60 degrees :—The arms
hang near the body, but not ftiff'; the flat of the hand, and
little finger, touching the thigh, and the thumbs as far back
as the feams of the breeches :—The elbows and fhoulders
are to be kept back :—The belly rather drawn inj; and the
breaft advanced, but without conftraint :—The body to be
upright, but inclining rather forwards, fo that the weight of
it may bear chiefly on the fore part of the feet :——The head
to be erect; and neither turned to the right nor to the left;
the eyes alone will be glanced to the right.

The body of the foldier being in this pofition, the fire-
lock is to be placed in his left hand, againft the {houlder:
his wrift to be a little turned out; the thumb alone to ap-
pear in front; the four fingers to be undei the butt; and
the left elbow to be rather bent inwaids, fo as nct to be fe-
perated from the body, or to be more backward or for-
ward than the right one :—The firelock muft reft full on the
hand, not on the end of the fingers; aud be carried in fuch
manner as not to raife, advance, or keep back, one fhould-
er more than the other; the butt muft thercfore be for-
ward, and as lcw as can be permitted without conftraint;
the fore part a very little beiore he front ¢ the thigh; and
the hind part of it prefled by the wrift againtt the thigll} [‘
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—It muft be kept fteady and firm before the hollow of
the fhoulder ; thould it bedrawn back or carried too high,
the one fthoulder would be advanced, the other kept back,
and the upper part of the body would be diftorted and not
fquare, with refpectto the limbs,

THE MANUAL EXERCISE.

Words of
Cemmand.
EXPLANATION,
Tst. Ist. Bring the right hand brifkly up, and place it under

Sccure drms the cock, keeping the firelock {teady.
2d. Quit the butt with the left hand, and feize the fire-
lock with it at the {well, bringing the elbow clofe down up-
on the lock; the right hand kept faft in this motion, and
the piece ftill upright. .
3d. Quit the right hand, and bring it down to the right
fide, bringing the firelock down to the secure under the left
arm, and the hand rather below the hip bone.

2d. Ist. Bring the firelock up to the perpendicular line, feiz-
Shewring it with the right hand under the cock.

Arms. 2d. Quit the left hand, and placeit grasping the butt.
8d. Quit the right hand, and bring it {martly down to
the right fide.

. Ist. Seize the firelock with the right hand at the lower
Ordcr Arins, IOOP, juﬁ at the [well.

2d. Bring it down to the right fide, to the #rai/ ; the butt
as low down as the arm will admit without conftraint, the
muzzle a little advanced.

8d. Drop the butt on the ground, placing the muzzle
againft the hollow of the right fhoulder, and the hand fiat
upon the {ling.

A, Ist. At the word Fix, place the thumb of the right hand,
Fix  Bayo. as quick as poflible, behind the barrel, taking a gripe of the
s firclock.

2d. As {oon asthe word of command is fully given, puth
the firelock a little forward, at the {fame time drawing out
the bayonet with the left hand, and fixing it with the utmott
celerity. The inftant this is done, return, as quick as pof-
fible, to the order as above defcribed, and ftand perfectly

fteady.
1st,
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ist. As foon as the word fhoulder is given, take a gripe of
the firelock with the right hand, as in fixing bayonets.

ad. At the laft word, arms, the firelock muft be thrown,
with the right hand, in one motion, and with as little ap-
pearance of effort as poffible, into its proper pofition on the
left thoulder. The hand croffes the body in fo doing, but
muft inftantly be withdrawn.

Ist. Seize the firelock with the right hand, under the
guard, turning the lock to the front, but without moving it
from the fhoulder.

2d. Raife the firelock up from the fhoulder to the porzs,
by placing the left hand upon the {ling, fingers peinting up-
wards ; the wrift upon the guard, and the point of the left
thumb of equal height with and oppofite to the lefteye ; the
piece to be kept perpendicular in this pofition.

3d. Bring down the firelock with a quick motion, as low
as the right hand will admit without conftraint, draw-
ing back the right foot at the fame inftant, {o that
the hollow of it may touch the left heel. The firclock in
this pOﬁthH, with the guard to the front, to be totally
fupported in the left hand and oppofite to the left tlncrh :
the right hand lightly holding the {mall of the butt; the
fingers pointing rather downwards ; the body to reft entire-
ly on the left foot: both knees firaight.

1ft. By a turn of the right wrift, bring the firelock to its

proper pofition on the left thoulder, as defcribed above, the ¥

left hand grafping the butt, and bringing up the right foot
at the fame inftant to its original pofition.

2d. Quit the right hand br1ﬂd}, and bring it down to the
right fide.

At one motion throw the firelock from the fhoulder acrofs
the body, to a diagonal pofition, in which the lock is to
be turned to the front, and at the height of the breuit; the
muzzle flanting upwards, fo that the barrel miy crofs op-
pofite the point of the left {houlder, with the butt propor-
tionably depreffed.

The right hand grafps the {mall of the butt, and the left
holds the piece at the fwell, clofe to the lower pipe; the
thumbs of both hands pointing towards the muzzle.

Make a half face to the right, and bring down the firelock
to nearly a horizontal pofition, with the muzzle inclining a
little upwards, and the riglit wrift refting againft the hollow
of the thigh, below the hlp

1ft. Throw the firelock up to its proper pofitjon on the

le
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left {houlder, grafping the butt with the left hand, and at
the fame inftant coming to your proper front.

2d. Quit the right hand fmartly, and bring it down to
the right fide.

1ft. Seize the firelock with the right hand uander the
guard, turning the lock to the front, but without moving
1t from the fhoulder.

2d. Raife the firelock up from the fhoulder to the poize,
by placing the left hand upon the fling fingers pointing up-
wards, the wrift upon the guard, and the point of the left
thumb of equal height with, and oppofite the left eye; the
picce to be kept perpendicular in this pofition.

$d. Bring the firelock down to the right fide, with the
right hand as low as it will admit without conftraint, flipping
up the left band at the fame time to the {well, the guard
between the thumb and forefinger of the right hand, the
three laft fingers under the cock, with the guard to the
front. ,

4th. Quit the left hand.

1st. Bring up the left hand, and feize it at the fwell.

2d. Bya quxck turn of the right wrift, throw it {inartly
to its proper pofition on the left fhoulder, and grafp the
butt with the left hand.

3d. Quit the right hand, and bring it to the right fide.

1st. Seize the fmall of the butt, under the lock, with the
right hand, the thumb pointing upwards.

2d. Bring the left arm under the cock.

3d. th the right hand.

1st. Seize the ﬁnall of the butt, under the left arm, with
the rlght hand. ,

. Smartlv place the left hand grafping the butt, the
ﬁrelocL kept ﬁeadv

3d. Quit the rlqht hand.

N. B. The pofition of ported arms is that which the
foldier will, either from the fhoulder, or after firing, take,
in order to advance on an cnemy whom it is intended to
attack with ixed bayonets; and the word of command
for that purpofe is ¢ prepare 15 charge The fecond pofis
tion is that which the front rank takes after a quick advance
and when arrived at a few yards diftance only from the body
to be attacked. The polition of ported arms is alfo that
which fentries are to take when challenging any perfons who
approach their pofts.

In explanation of the 17th movement prefcribed in His

Majelty’s
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Majefty's Regulations for the Infpetion and Review Exer-
cife, it is to be clearly underftood, that whenever a battalion
or line charges with bayonets, the whole are in the firlt in-
ftance to port their arms, and advance at a firm quick ftep, or
at a fteady run, if circumftances render it neceflary, but in
the moft perfet order poflible, until they reach the enemy.

It is at that inftant that the front rank are neceflarily to
bring their firelocks down to the charging pofition, and
the whole are to prefs forward with the utmoft energy.
The enemy being routed, it will depend on the officer com-
manding to give the word ¢ halt;” when the front rank will
resume their pofition of ported arms, and proceed as may be
afterwards dire€ted. But the word halt i1s on no account
to be given during a charge, or as preparatory to the front
rank bringing the firelocks downto the charging polition.
Itis therefore to be underfiood, that in the charge or quick
attack upon the enemy with fixed bayonets, either previous
to, or after firing, which is ufually begun at a diftance of
150 or 200 yards, as the ground will admit, the charging
pofition of the front rank is to be affumed only at the inftant
of attack or defence.

In marching any diftance, or in ftanding at eafe, when
supported, the men are allowed to bring their right hand
acrofs the body, to the fmall of the butt, which latter muft,
in that cafe, be thrown a little forward ; the fingers of the
left hand being uppermoft, muft be placed between the
body and the right elbow ; the right hands are to be in-
ftantly removed when the divifion Aalts, or is ordered to
dress by the right,

The motions in the manual exercise are te be performed, T
leaving three paufes of the ordinary time of march between
each motion, except that of fxing bayonets, in which a lon-
ger time mulft be given.

The manaual is not to be executed by one word, or fignal,
but each ieparate word of command is to be given by the
officer who commands the body performing it.

The manual and platoon exercise will no longer make a re-
gular part of a review, but will only be gone through when
particularly called for by the reviewing General.

The platoon exercise is always to be done with ranks clofed,
except at the drill.

Sentries, pofted with fhouldered arms, are permitted af- Sentrics.
(@) terwards
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terwards to support, but not to flope them.—On the ap.
proach of an oflicer, they immediately carry their arms,
and put themfelves into their proper pofition; which is not
to be done at the inftant he pafles, but by the time heis
within twenty yards of their poft, fo that they may be per-
fe@ly fteady before he comes up.

Corporals marching with reliefs, or commanding detach-
ments or divifions, are to be on the right, and will carry
their arms advanced, with bayonets fixed.

N. B. The following are the motions which His Ma-

Unfiz Bay jefty orders to be pradiifed, in ‘unﬁxing bayonets, and in

onets ((the
Arms being
at the Or-
der, )

Pile Arms.

Words of
Command,

st. Make
Ready,

piling arms.
The 1t and 2d motions, the fame as ordered for fixing.

3d. The left hand grafps the firelock above the upper
fwivel, and with the right the bayonet is to be ftruck off and
immediately returned to the {cabbard, and the firelock to be
placed quickly in its original polition at ordered arms.

The front and rear rank men of each file face to the
right, turn their locks outward, and crofs the muzzles and
tops of ramrods.

The centre rank man places his butt about 30 inches to
the left, the lock outwards, and croffes the muzzle of his
firelock with thofe of the front and rear rank men, {o that
both the tops of their ramrods are placed acrofs, between
the ramrod and barrel of the centre rank man. )

THE PLATOON EXERCISE.

—mmcn

EXPLANATION OF THE SEVERAL MOTIONS AS
TAUGHT AT THE DRILL.

hoaid
EXPLANATION,

BRING the firelock to the recover, by throwing it brifkly
from the fhoulder, the guard to the front, and inftantly
cock as foon as the lef- hand feizes the piece above the lock ;
the right elbow isto be nimbly raifed a little, placing the
thumb upon the cock, and the fingers open by the plate of

the lock ; then drop the elbow as quick as poflible, forcing
down the cock with the thumb. Slip



MANUAL ARD PLATOON EXERCISES. 11

Qlip the left hand along the fling as far asthe {well of the 24. Prefenr,
firelock ; bring the piece down to the prefent, ftepping back
fix inches to the rear, with the right foot, and look ftead-
faftly along the barrel of the firelock.

Pull the trigger ormly, and remain on the prefent, look- 34 Fire.
ing fteadily along the piece until the next word of com-
mand.

1ft.  Bring up the right foot to the infide of the left heel, 5. Loads
and at the fame time drop the firelock brifkly down to the
priming poflition; the top of the cock oppofite the right
breaft the muzzle raifed te the height of the peak of the
cap, and pointing diretly to the front, which will throw
the firelock into rhe hollow of the right fide ; the left hand
continaing to gralp the piece at the fwell, holding it brm
and fteady ; feize the cock with the fore-finger and thumb
of the right hand. ‘
2d. Half-cock—by drawing back the right elbow briflly,
bringing it down on the butt of the firelock.
1ft. Draw the cartridge from the pouch. gth. Handla
2d. Bring itto the mouth, holding it between the fore- Cartridge.
finger and thumb, and bite off the top of the cartridge.

1{t. Shake {ome powder into the pan. 6hs Prime.
2d. Shut the pan with the three lail fingers.
3d. Seize the fmall of the butt with the above three
ingers.
1ft. Turn the piece nimbly round to the loading pofition ; ., Caft a-
the butt within two inches of che ground, the lock towards éeer;
the front, and the muzcle of the piece near the breaft; the 25510 be
N . pronounc—
rvight hand to be brought on that part of’the barrel on which o4 tor the
the fight is placed ; both feet are to be xept faft in this sakeotbre-
poﬁtion. vity ¢ Bout.®
2d. Drop the butt on the ground without noife, thake the
powder into the barrel, putting in after it the paper and the
ball.
3d. Seize the top of the ramrod with the fore-finger and
thumb.
1ft. Force the ramrod half out, and{cize it back-handed 35, Drow
exactly in the middle. Rumrods,
2d. Draw it entively out, and turning it with the whole
ll)xand and arm extended from you, put it one inch into the
arrel,

_ 1ft. Puth the ramrod down, holding it as before, exadly otb. Ram
an the middle, till the hand touches the muzzle. aewn Care
0O 2 a2d. £ady s
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2d. Slip the fore-finger and thumb to the upper end,
without letting the ramrod fall further into the barrel.

3d. Pufh the cartridge well down to the bottom.

4th. Strike it two very quick ftrokes with the ramrod.

rorb Retwrn 1ft. Draw the ramrod half out, catching it back-handed.

Ramrods. 2d. Draw it entirely out, turning it very brifkly from you,
with the arm extended and put it into the loops, forcing it

: as quick as poffible to the bottom; then face to the proper
front, the finger and thumb of the right hand holding the
ramrod, asin the pofition immediately previous to drawing
it, and the butt raifed two inches from the ground.

112h. Strike the top of the muzzle finartly with the right hand,
Skoulder  in order to fix the bayonet and ramrod more firmly, and at
Arms. the fame time throw it nimbly up, at one motion, to the

{houlder.

N. B. Though the butts are not to come to the ground
in cafting about, as accidents may happen from it, yet they
are permitted, while loading, to be {o refted; but it muft
be done without noife, and in a manner imperceptible in the
front.

Words of  EXPLANATION OF PRIMING AND LOADING.

Command.
Prime and 1ft. Bring the firelock down in one brifk motion to the
lnads priming pofition, the thumb of the right hand placed againft

the pan-cover, or fieel; the fingers clenched ; and the el-
bow alittle turned out {o that the wrift may be clear of the
cock.

2d. Open the pan, by throwing up the fteel, with a firong
motion of the right arm, turning the elbow in, and keeping
the firelock fteady in the left hand.

3d. Bring your hand round to the pouch, and draw out
the cartridge.

The reft as above defcribed, excepting that, in loading,
all motions are to be done with as much despatch as poffible,
every man fhouldering or wecovering as foon as bis vamrod is
properly returned.

The priming pofition is the fame for a1l the ranks, as above
defcribed, with the top of the cock oppofite the right breaft,
and the muzzle raifed to the height of the peak of the cap,

;ﬁxich will throw the firelock into the hollow of the right
fide. ,

EX-
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EXPLANATION OF THE POGSITION OF FACH RANK
IN THE FIRINGS, BY BATTALIONS, WINGS, OR
GRAND DIVISIONS.

Front Rank, knceling.

Bring the firelock brifkly up to the recover, catching it I
the left hand; and, without ftopping, fink down with a
quick motion upon the right knee, keeping the left foot faft,
the butt end of the firelock, at the {ame moment, falling
upon the ground; then cock, and inftantly feize the cock
and fteel tegether in the right hand, holding the piece firm
in the left, about the middle of that part which is between
the lock and the {well of the ftock; the peint of the left
thumb to be clofe to the fwell, and pointing upwards.

As the body is finking, the right knee is to be thrown fo
far back that the left leg may be right up and down; the
right foot a little turned out ; the body ftraight; and the
head as much up as if thouldered : the firelock muft be up-
right, and the butt about four inches to the right of the i.1-
fide of the left foot.

Bring the firelock down firmly to the prefernr, by {liding
the left hand to the full extent of the ar m, along the fling,
without letting the motion tell ;—the right hand at the fame
time {pringing up the butt by the cock fo high againft the
right thoulder, that the head may not be too much lowered
in taking aim; the right check to be clofe to the butt; the
left eye fhut, and the fore finger of the right hand on the
trigger ; look along the barrel with the right eye from the
breech-pin to the muzzle, and remain fteady.

Pull the trigger firong with the fore finger, and, when Fir

fired, remain looking on the aim while you can count ¢ze—
twsy then fprmrrup nimbly on the left lex keoping the body
ere&t, and the left foot faft, bri mcfmg the ri: aht neel to the
hollow of the left; at the {ame time drop the firelock to the
priming pofition—Half-cock and proceed with the priming
-and loading motions as before direlted.

Centre Rank.

Spring the firelock brifkly to the recover: as{oon as the
left hand {eizes the firelock above the lock, raife the right
elbow alittle, placing the thumb of that hand upon the cock,
“with the fingers open by the plate of thelock ; and then, as

quick as poflible, cock the piece, by dropping the elbow,
and

INTRE
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Prefent.
Fire.

Make ready.

Brefent.
Fire.

Officers,
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and forcing down the cock with the thumb, ftep at the fame
time with the right foot a moderate pace to the right, and
keeping the left faft, feize the fmall of the butt with the
right hand : the piece muft be held in this pofition perpen-
dicular, and oppofite the left fide of the face; the butt
clofe to the breaft, but not prefled; the body ftraight, and
full to the front, and the head eret.

As in the foregoing explanation for the front rank.

As in explanation for front rank, with this difference,
that as foon as fired, and after dwelling on the aim as there
directed, the firelock is to be dropped brifkly to the priming
pofition ; the left foot being at the fame time drawn upto
the right, and, immediately after the firelock is thrown up
to the thoulder, the men f{pring to theleft and cover their

file leaders. .
Rear Rank.

Recover and cock, as before direfted for the centre rank,
and, as the firelock is brought to the recover, ftep britkly
to the right a full pace, at the fame time placing the left
heel about fix inches before the point of the right foot. The
body to be kept ftraight, and as {quare to the front as pof-
fible. _

As in explanation for the centre rank.

As in explanation for the centre rank ; after fthouldering,
the men ftep to the left and cover their file leaders as the
ceritre rank does. '

In firing with the frontrank fanding, that rank makes
ready, &c. as fpecified in the article relative to the platoosn
exercise.

N. B. In giving words of command as well in as out of
the ranks, officers are to ftand perfecily fteady, and in their
proper pofition ; their {words held firmly in the full of the
right hand, with the upper part of the blade refting againft
the thoulder, the right wrift againft the hip, and the elbow
drawn back.

In firing by grand divifions, the centre officer falls back,
on the preparative, into the fourth rank, and is replaced by
the covering {erjeant,

FIRING BY PLATOONS.

THE officers, inftead of giving the words, make veady ;

prefent fire, are to pronounce the words fhort ; as, for m-
flance, ready, pient, fire. In



FIRINGS. 15

In firing by platoons or divifions, the officers comman-
ding them are to ftep out one pace on the clofe of the prepa-
rative, and face to the left towards their men. They then
ftand perfeltly fteady till the laft part of the General is beat
asa fignal to ceafe firing, when they inftantly {tep back into
the proper intervals.

‘When a divifion has fired, the men prime and load, and
come to the recover as quick as they individually can with-

out any flugel man, who is not to be made ufe of in any
firing whatever.

It is expelted that, from the infertion of the fourth com-
mand ¢ Load,” in the Platoon Exercife, the troops will be-
come fo habituated to the paufe after pulling the triggers,
which is requifite to infure precifion, and the full effeét of
their fire, that they will invariably adopt it on all occafions,
though in the field they are not to expet any word of com-
mand after firing, but each man, after making the paufe,
which he feels to be neceffary for the effectual delivery of
the contents of his piece, is to proceed to prime and load.

In all firing by platoons, divifions, or companies, the
firft words, < ready, present, firs,” are to be regular, and
generally from centre to flanks of the battalion, each wing
‘ independent, though circumftances may occafion it to com-
mence from any other part of the battalion that may be firft
formed ; but, after the firft round, everv company is, by
command of its officer, to prefent and fire as foon as loaded.

No flugel man is to ftep out after firing ta give the time
of loading and recovering ; every man is to load and reco-
ver as quick as he can. Thisis to be obferved in all firings
by platoons or companies.

No flugel man is ever to remain advanced from a batta-
Jion, except to give the time of the General Salute, or dur-
ing the performance of the Manual Exercife.

In all firing by platoons or divifions, after the firf round
the firelock 1s not to be thouldered, but brifkly thrown up
to the recover, which will render the word ¢ ready” unne-
ceffary, and reduce the words of command to the follow-
ing; viz. ¢ psent, fire.”

The pofitions of the feveral ranks to be as follow ;
Front Rank.

The front rank man, being at the recover and cucked,
brings
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brings his piece down to the present, ftepping back fix in-
«ches to the rear with the right foot. After having fired,
the right foot is to be brought up to the left heel, preferving
the quarter face to theright, and the priming and loading
goes on as directed,

Centre Rank.

The centre rank man being at the recover and cocked,
on the word prent, regains his firing pofition by placing his
left foot a moderate pace tothe left, keeping the right foot
faft; and having fired, the left foot is to be brought back to
the priming pofition, preferving the half face to the right.

Rear Rank.

The rear rank man, being at the recover and cocked, on
the word p/-t, gains his hring pofition by ftepping fix in-
ches to the front with the left foot.

When the rear rank man has fired, the left foot is to be

brought back to the right foot and the priming and loading
goes on in that polition, preferving the half face to the right.

FILE FIRING.

In fle firing, the fame rules are to be obferved by the
feveral ranks, without waiting for any word of command.

CEASE FIRING.

When the fignal has been made to ceafe firing, the men
are to recover arms, half-cock, for which they will receive
the word of command, as well as to thoulder; when the
centre and rear ranks are to {pring to the left, and accurately
cover their file leaders.

PAUSE UPON THLE PRESENT, AFTER HAVING
FIRED.
It is to be obferved, that in all firing the foldier is to be )
inftructed to pay due attention to that order which enjoins
the regulated paufe upon the prefen after pulling the trigger.

LIGHT INFANTRY.

_ In regiments of light infantry, or in detached corps a&-
w3 as fuch, and formed in two ranks, it may occafionally
’ be
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be expedient to prime, load, and fire, with both ranks
kneeling, His Majefty has been pleafed to fanction the oc-
cafional ufe of this mode of firing in corps of the above
defcription’; and to command that the following Motions
fhall be adopted in the practice of it.  'T'he following Regula-
tions are therefore to be ftrictly attended to; and all light
infantry corps and companies are immediately to be inftruct-
ed and occalionally exercifed in conformity to them.

FIRING, TWO RANKS KNEELING, PRIMING AND Lioht Ina
LOADING 1IN THAT POSITION. Sustry,

Both ranks fink down fmartly on their right knees, and R.ady.

throw back their right legs. In the front rank, the left fide

of the right kneesis directly to the rear of the right fide of

the left foot; butthe rear rank carries the right knee about

four inches to the right. The left legs of both mult be

perfectly perpendicular.  The front and rear ranks refpec~

tively bring their firelocks down to the priming pofition, as

hereafter explained, cock, and replace their right hands on

the {fmall of the butt.

From the left arm being brought acrofs the body, the left
fhoulders of both ranks are brought furward in a {mall de-
gree; but the body muft be kept as fquare to the front
as poilible, without producing confiraint.

On the word prefent both ranks bring their firelocks to the P of.-,
prefent, each man flowly and independently levelling at the
particular object which lus eye has fixed upon ; and as foon as
he has covered his object, each man fires of his uvwn accord,
without waiting for any word of command. The elbows
muft onno account te projefled,

Loth ranks keep their firelocks at the prefent till the word
s Load” 1s given, which the Officer orders as foon as he Lud,
fees they have all fired.

Then the men come to the priming pofition, which in this
particular mode of firing is as follows:

The firelocks of the front rank are in line with the haun-
ches: and thofe of the rear rank are placed about four in-
ches above the haunches.

The elbows of both ranks muft be as clofe to the body as
poflible.

The front rank men, after priming, bring round their
fire<
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firelocks to the left fide, and throw the butts to the rear; fo
that the barrels inav be clofe to the left thigh, and the muz-
zles three inches behind the left knees.

The left hand moves the firelock from the right fide to
the left, and the right hand is brought acrofs the body to
accomplifh the loading.  After loading, the firelock is raif-
ed and advanced to the front by the left hand, and the pofi-
tion for making ready is refumed.

The rear rank men after priming turn the body to the
right in a {fmall degree, lean well to the rear, and throw the
butts to the front, fo that the firelocks may be in contadt
with the right thighs of the front rank men, and the muzzle
in line with the hip bone.

They then refume their original pofition for making ready.

On the fignal to ceafe firing, the ranks refume their ftan-

ding pofition, and fhoulder.

-—

REGULATIONS IN TFIRING.

1. The advance of the battalion fhould inftantly fucceed
the forming of the line; and when it arrives and halts at the
point where it is to fire, the firing ought inftantly to com-
mence at the word Aa/t; for the battalion having been ap-
prized, during the march, of the nature of the required fir-
ing, no improper delay need thercfore be made.

9. The greateft care is to be taken by the officers and
nnder officers in the rear (whofe principal attention this is)
that the rear ranks are well locked up in the firings, and
that in loading they do not fall back.

3. The line, if retiring, halt, fronts, at one command;
and inftantly begins firing, having becn apprized, during its
movement, of the nature of the firing.

4. The paufe betwixt each of the firing words—Ready /
Present | Fire ! is the {fame as the ordinary time ; viz. the
75th part of a minute; and no other paufe is to be made
betwixt the words.

5. In firing Wings by companies : Each wing carries on its
fire independent, and” without regard to the other wing,
whether it fires from the centre to the flanks, or from the
flanks to the centre.—If there are five companies in the
wing, two paufes will be made betwixt the fire of each, and
the ready of the fucceeding one.—If there are four companies

in
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in the wing, three paufes will be made betwixt the fire of
each and the ready of the {ucceeding one.—This will allow
fufficient time for the firft company to have again loaded,
and thouldered at the time the laft company fires, and will
eftablifh proper intervals between each.

6. In firing by grand divifions, three paufes will be made
betwixt the fire of each divifion, and the ready of the fuc-
ceeding one.

7. In firing by wings : One wing will make ready the in-
ftant the other is thouldering.—The commanding officer of
the battalion fires the wings.

8. In firing companies by fles - Each company fires in-
dependent.—When the right file prefents, the next makes
ready, and {o on.—After the firft fire, each man as he loads
comes to a recover, and the file again fires without waiting
for any other ; the rear rank men are to have their eyeson
their front rank men, and be guided by, and prefent with
them.

9. In general, after the march in front, and halt of the
battalion, company or platoon firing fhould begin from the
centre, and not from the flanks.—In other cafes, and in
fucceflive formations, it may begin from whatever divifion
firft arrivesand halts on the ground.

A ———

FIRING IN LINE.

1st. The chief object of fire againft cavalry is to keep them gz of
at a diftance, and to deter them from the attack 5 as their fre.
movements are rapid, a referve is always kept up. But when
fire commences againft infantry, it cannot (confiftent with
order and other circumftances) be too heavy or too quick
while it lafts, and till the enemy is beaten or repulfed.

2d. Where infantry are pofted on heights that are to be Deferfive
detended by the fire of mufquetry, the front rank will kneel, f7e:
that one third of the fire that may be given fhould not be ,
loft, for otherwife, the rear rank, in fuch fituation, could not
fufficiently incline their pieces to rafe the flope. Asfoldiers
generally prefent too high, and as fire is of the greateft con-
fequence to troops that are on the defenfive, and who are
pofted, if poflible, on commanding grounds, the habitual
mode of firing thould therefore be rather ata low level than
a high one ; and the fire of the front rank kneeling, being
P2 the
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the moft efficacious as being the moft rafing, fhould not be
difpenfed with when it can be fafely and ufefully employed.

3d. When infantry marches in line to attack an enemy,
and in advancing makes ufe of its fire ; it is perhaps better
to fire the two firft ranks only f{tanding, referving the 3d,
than to make the front rank kneel and to fire the whole :
but volleys fired at a confiderable diftance, or on a retiring
enemy, may be given by the three ranks, the front one
kneeling.

4th. A line pofted, or arriving at a fixed fituation, will
fire by platoons, each battalion independent 3 and fuch firing
generally commencing from the centre of each. The firft
fire of each battalion will be regular, and eftablifh intervals ;
after the firft fire, each platoon thall continue to fire as foon
as it 1s loaded, independent and as quick as it can, tll the
battalion or line is ordered to ceafe.

5th. Behind a parapet, hedge or abbatis, the two firft
ranks onlycan fire, and fuch firing may be jfle firing, deli-
berate dnd cool, the two men of the fame file always firing
together: it may beqin from the right or left of platoons,
and fhould be taugHt in fituations adapted to it, not in open
ground. Should the parapet, hedge or abbatlo, be but iittle
raifed, platoon firing may be ufed,

6th. Obligue firing by battalions is advantageous on many
occafions, as when it is proper, or that time does not allow
to give an oblique direftion to part of a line, or that their
fire in this manner can be thrown againft the opening of a
defile, the flanks of a column, or againft cavalry or infantry
that direét their attack on {ome particular battalion or por-
tion of the line.

7th. As long as the fire by battalions, half battalions or
companies, can be kept up regular, it is highly advantageous,
and can at any time be ftopped, and the march continued ;
but thould fie firing be allowed and once begun, unlefs troops
are exceeding cool and well difciplined, it will be difficnlt
to make it finith, and to make them advance in order.

8th. When 2 line halts at its points of ﬁrmg, -no time is
to be loft in fcrupulous dreffing, and the Dl‘ll‘g is inftantly
to commence. Dut a line that halts and is not to fire, or
when its hrmg ceafes after the halt, may immediately be or-
dered to drefs from colours to colours.

9th. The attention of the officers and non-commiflioned
officers
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sfficers of the rear to the locking up of the ranksin firing
cannot be too often repeated.

A perfe¢t Uniformity in the Formation and Arrangement
of all Companies and Batralions is indi{penfable for the
Execution ot juft and combined Movements.

FORMATION OF THE COMPANY.

THE company is alwavs to be fized from flanks to centre,
The company is formed three deep.

The files lightly touch when firelocks are fhouldered and
carried, but without crowding; and each man will occupy a
foace of about 22 inches.

Clofe order is the chief and primary order, in which the
battalion and its parts at all times affemble and form. Open
order is only regarded asan exception from it, and occafion-
ally ufed in fituations of parade and thow. In clofe order,
the officers are in the ranks, and the rear ranks are clofed
up within one pace. In open order, the officers are advana
ced three paces, and the ranks are two paces diftant from
each other.

Each company is @ platoon. Each company forms twe
fub-divifions, and alfo four fe&ions. Bur as {ections thould
never be lefs than five files, it will happen, when the com-
panies are weak, that they can only (for the purpofes of
march) form three {eétions, or even two {ections.

When the company is fingly formed, the captainison the
right, and the enfign on theleft of the front rank, each
covered by a ferjeant in the rear rank. The lieutenant is in
the rear, as alfo the drummer and pioncer in a fourth rank,
at three paces diftance.

The left of the front rank of each fub-divifion is marked
by a corporal; the right of the left fub-divifion may be
marked by the other corporal.

When neceffary, the places of abfent officers may be fup-
plied by ferjeants ; thofe of ferjeants by corporals ; and thofe
of corporals by intelligent men.

When the company is to join others, and the battalion, or
part of it, to be formed, the enfign av-l his covering fexj—
jeant quit the flank, and fall into the fourth rank, ux}_txl
etherwife placed. S, 70
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§. 70. WHEN THE COMPANY IS TO TAKE OPEN
ORDER FROM CLOSE ORDER.

Rear Ranks, At this command, the flank men on the
take Open right and left of the rear ranks ftep back to
Order. mark the ground on which each rank refpec-
tively is to halt and drefs at open diftance ;
they face to the right, and ftand covered ;
every other individual remains ready to
|_move.

A

March. { Atthis command, the rear rank dreflers
front, and the rear ranks fall back one and
two paces, each drefling by the right the in-
ftant it arrives on the ground. The officers
move out in front three paces, and divide
their ground ; one ferjeant is on each flank
of the front rank ; the pioneer remains be-
hind the centre of the rear rank; the drum-
mer places himfelf on the right of the righ,
|_ferjeant.

———rpo——

5. 7. WHEN THE COMPANY IS TO TAKE
CLOSE ORDER FROM OPEN ORDER.

Rear Rants,  'The officers, ferjeants, drummer, face to
takz Close | the right.
Order, The ranks clofe within one pace, marching
one and two paces, and then halting.
March. 3 The officers move round the flanks of the
company in their refpettive pofts; the fer-
jeants and drummers fall back; and each in-
dividual refumes his place as in the origina}
_clofe order.

The above regards the company when fingle; but when
united in the battalion, other pofts are allotted to the
drummer and pioneer.

FORMATION or tue BATTALION.

Strength of . 1 Grenadier,
she Batial The battalion is ten companies, J 8 Battalion,
farta 1 Light.

( Officers,
| Serjeants,
Each company confifts at prefent of{  Corporals,
Drummer,

Private. 'When
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‘When the companies join, and the battalion is formed, pypasisn ¢
there is to be no interval between any of them, grenadiery tbe Barta.
light company, or other, but every part of the front of the /o

battalion fhould be equally ftrong.

Each company which makes a part of the fame line, and
is to adt in it, muft be formed and arranged in the fame
manner.

The companies will be formed as follow from right to p. .. .«
left: grenadiers on the right; light company on the left. tbe Compa-
The four eldeft captains are on the right of the grand divi- 7% Bac-
fions : officers commanding companies, or platoons, are all =
on the right of the front rank of their refpetive commands.

The eight battalion companies will compofe four grand pivisie:

divifions : eight companies or platoons; fixteen fub-divi-
fions; thirty-two fetions, when {ufficiently ftrong to be {o
divided ; otherwife twenty-four, for the purpofes of march.
The battalion is alfo divided into right and left wings
‘When the battalion is on a high eftablithment, each com-
pany will be divided into two platoons ; when the ten com-
panies are with the battalion, they may then, for the pur-
pofes of firing or deploying, be divided into five grand di-
vifions from right to left.

The battalion companics will be numbered from the right
to the left, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8; the fub-divifions will
be numbered 1, 2, of each; the fections will be numbered
1, 2, 3, 4, of cach; the files of companies will alfo be
numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, &c.; the grenadier and light com-
panies will be numbered {eparately in the fame manner, and
with the addition of thofe diftinctions. Thefe feveral ap-
pellations will be preferved, whether faced to front or rear.

The companies may be equalized in point of numbers at Coupanics
all times when the battalion is formed for field move~ equ.ifized.
ment ; and could the battalions of a line alfo be equalized,
the greateft advantages would arife.

Ranks are at the diftance of one pace, except the fourth Formarion

or fupernumerary rank, which has three paces. of the Bat-
) . talion at close
All the field officers and the adjutant are mounted. order.

The commanding officer is the only officer advanced in
front, for the general purpole of exercife when the batta-
lion is fingle ; but in the march in line, and in the firings,
his ftation is in the rear.

The other mounted field officers are dispofed of in the
rear of each wing. The
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The adjutant’s {tation is in the rear of the béttalion, ta-
ther to the left of the commanding officer.

One officer is on the right of the front rank of each
company or platoon, and one on the left of the battalion;
all thefe are covered in the rear rank by their refpective
ferjeants ; and the remaining officers and ferjeants are in
a fourth rank behind their companies. Itis to be obfer-
ved, that there are no coverers in the centre rank to the
officers or colours.

The colours are placed between the fourth and fifth bat-
talion companies, both in the front rank, and each covered
by a non-commiflioned officer, or fteady man in the rear
rank.—One ferjeant is in the front rank betwixt the co-
lours; he is covered by a fecond ferjeant in the rear rank,
and by a third in the {fupernumerary rank.—The fole bufi-
nefs of thefe three ferjeants is, when the battalion moves in
line, to advance and dire&t the march as hereafter mention-
ed. The place of the firft of thofe ferjeants, when they
do move out, is preferved by a named officer or ferjeant,
who moves up from the fupernumerary rank for that pur-
pofe.

The fourth rank is at three paces distance when halted,
or marching in line. ~When marching in column, it muft
clofe up to the diftance of the other ranks.—The eflential
ufe of the fourth rank is, to keep the others clofed up
to the front during the attack, and to prevent any break
beginning in the rear; on this important fervice too many
officers and non-commiffioned officers cannot be employed.

The mufic thall be pofted in the rear of the right cen-
tre company in a fingle rank, three paces behind the fourth
rank:

The pioneers fhall be pofted at the fame diftance in
rear of the fourth rank of the left centre company, and
in a fingle rank.

The drummers of the eight battdlion companies are as-
{fembled in two divifions, fix paces behind the third rank of
their {econd and feventh companies.—The grenadier and
light company drummers and fifers are fix paces behind
their refpective companies.

The ftaff of chaplain, f{urgeon, quarter-mafter, and as-
fiftant {urgeon, are three paces behind the mufic.

In general, officers remain pofted with their proper com=
panies 5
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panies; but commanding officers will occaﬁonally make
fuch changes as they may find neceffary. -

Whenever the officers move out of the front rank, in
parade, marching in column, wheeling into line, or other-
wife, their places are taken by their ferjeant coverers, and
preferved until the officers again refume them.

When the line is halted, and efpecially during the firings
when engaged, the ferjeant coverers fall back into the fourth
raunk, and obferve their platoons.

3. 72. WHEN THE BATTALION TAKES OPEN
ORDER.

Rear Roanks, r At this command—the flank men on the
take open o= | right of the rear ranks of each company ftep
der, brifkly back to mark the ground on which
each rank refpectively is to halt. They fice
to the right, and cover as pivots, being regu-
lated and drefled by the adjutant or ferjeant-
major on the right.—Every other individual
remains ready to move.
Harch. At this command—the flank dreflers face
to the front, and the whole move as follows :

The rear ranks fall back one and two pa-
ces, each drefling by the right the inftant it
arrives on the ground.

The officers in the front rank, as alfo the
colours, move out three paces—thefe in the
rear, together with the mufic, move through
the intervals left open by the front rank othi-
9 cers, and divide themfelves, viz. the captains
covering the fecond file from the right; the
lieutenants the {fecond file from the left; and
the enfigns oppolite the centre of their res-
pedtive companies.

The mufic form between the colours and
the front rank.

The ferjeant coverers move up to the front
rank, to preferve the intervals left by the
officers.

The pioneers fall back to fix paces diftance
behind the rear rank.

The drummers take the {ame diftance be-
hind their divifions.

Q The

Replacing
Serjeans:,
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The major moves to the right of the line
of officers—The adjutant remains in the
rear.

The ftaff place themfelves on the right of
the front rank of the grenadiers, viz. chap-
lain, furgeon, quarter-mafter, affiftant fur-
geon.

The lieutenant-colonel, and the colonel
(dismounted), advance before the colours two
and four paces.

The whole being arrived at their feveral
pofts—Halt—Drefs to the Right—and the
battalion remains formed in parade, in the
order in which they would receive a fuperior
officer.

‘When the battalion is reviewed fingly, the
divifion of drummers may be moved up, and
formed two deep on each flank of the line—
the pioneers may form two deep on the right
of the drummers of the right—and the ftaff
may form on the right of the whole.—But
this licence is never to be ated upon when

|_more than one battalion is in line.

5. 73. WHEN THE BATTALION RESUMES CLOSE

Rear Ranks, [

take close or-

der.

Nareh.

q

ORDER.

The lieutenant-colonel, officers, colours,
ftaff, mufic, face to the right.

The drummers and pioneers (if on the
flanks) face to the centre.

The ferjeants (if in the front rank) face
to the right.

The rear ranks clofe within one pace, mo-
ving up one and two paces, and then halting,

The mufic marches through the centre in-
terval, and refumes its ftation in the rear.

The ferjeants, drummers, pioneers, &c,
&c, refume their places, each as in the ori-
ginal formation of the battalion in clofe ors
der.

The officers move through and into their
refpective intervals, and ecach individual ar-
rives and places himfelf properly at his poft

Lin clofe order.
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‘When regiments are on a higher eftablifhment than that
of one lieutenant-colonel and one major, the following or-
der is to be obferved in pofting the field officers at clofe and
open order, and likewife on the regiment marching by the
reviewing general, in column of companies or divifions.

BATTALION AT CLOSE ORDER.

The colonel (except when advanced in front for the pur-
pofe of exercifing the battalion when it is {ingle) is in rear
of the colours, mounted.

The 1{t and 2d lieutenant-colonels, mounted, in rear of
the 1ft and 8th battalion companies.

The 1t and 2d majors, mounted, in rear of the 3d and
6th. companies,

The adjutant, mounted, in rear of, and a little to the left
of the colonel.

N. B. This dislocation of mounted officers has a refe-
rence to the battalion only while halted.

‘When the regiment manceuvres, or is put in motion, the
mounted officers are to be prepared to give fuch aid as cir-
cumftances may require from them, with the utmoft ala-
¢rity and precifion.

BATTALION AT OPEN ORDER.

The colonel, dismounted, to be advanced four paces in
front of the colours.

The 1ft and 2d lieutenant-colonels, dismounted, at two
paces interval, and two paces in the rear of the colonel.

The ift and 2d majors on the right and left of the line
of officers, mounted.

The adjutant, mounted, four paces in rear of the rear
rank and centre of the battalion.

MARCHING PAST THE REVIEWING GENFRAL
IN COLUMN OF COMPANIES OR DIVISIONS.—
Ordinary Time.

The colonel in front of the centre of the grenadier com-

any.
Py Q2 The
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The 11t licutenant colonel, and 1t major, with the inter-
val of a horfe’s length, in a line in rear of the colonel.

The 2d lieutenant-colonel, and 2d major, in a line, with
the fame interval, in rear of the light infantry company,

The adjutant in rear of the whole.

MARCHING PAST IN QUICK TIME.

The field officers and adjutant are pofted, as in marching
paft, in ordinary time.

" Poing of On vparticalar occafions, and when neceflary, officers

gﬁcers.

Colowrs.

Colour re-
serves

Light Com-
pery.

Grenadiers.

commanding platoons, who in line are on the right of their
platoons, fhift to the left to conduét the heads of files, or.
the pivot flanks of their divifions, in column or echellon.

When the battalion wheels by companies or fub-divifions
to either flank into columnj both colours and the file of
direCting ferjeants always wheel to the proper front, and place
themfelves behind the third file from the new pivot.

There is no feparate colour referve ; the pioneers, mufic,
&ec. fufficiently firengthen the centre; but in the firings
the two files on each iide of the colours may be ordered to
referve their fire,

The conftant order of the light company when formed in
line, and united with the battalion, is at the fame clofe fites
as the battalion. Their extended order is an occafional
exception.

When the light company is detached, and the grenadier
company remains, it will be undivided on one flank of its
battalion, whenever there are {everal battalions in line: but
when the battaliou is fingle, it is permitted to be occafional-
ly divided on each flank.

When the grenadier or light companies are detached, and
make no part of the line, they may be formed two deep, it
it is found proper.

With a very few obvious alterations, thefe general rules
take place when a company or battalion is permitted or or-
dered to form in two ranks only, which may often be done
for the purpofes of exercife and movement on 2 mere cone
fid :rable rront, it is alfo evident that they generally apply
whether the companies are ftrong or weak, and whether a
greater or a leffer number of them compofe the battalion.

AB.
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ABSTRACT OF THE MOST ESSENTIAL GENERAL
ATTENTIONS REQUIRED IN THE MOVEMENTS
OF THE BATTALION, AND WHICH ARE MORE
FULLY DETAILED IN THE REGULATIONS FOR
THE BATTALION AND THE LINE.

e T M R

ATTENTIONS OF THE SOLDIER.

Quick TIiMz is in general confined to wHiELINGsand
FILINGS ; the other movements of the platoon or battalion
are made in ORDINARY TIME.—It is feldom that they will, or
ought, to be required at quick time.

All waEerLINGS, forward or backward, are made quick.
—ZEyes are turned to the whesling hand at the word narch
{and not before).—The wheeling flankman fteps out firm at
a pace of thirty-three inches, till he receives his word balr;
it is the bufinefs of the reft of therank to keep up to him.—
Eyes remain in all cafes to the wheeling hand, till 2 new
order is given by the commanding oflicer.

All FrLings are made quick, clofe, and at the lock-ftep.
Files are at no time to open out, onoccalions of cxercife,
parade, or manceuvre; but they will often be fo permitted
and ORDERED, when marching in the fireets, or in common
route, when the march by divijons cannot {o conveniently
take place.

All rFacinGgs muft be accurately made on the left heel.
Pivot men muft cover carefully and exadtly. In wheeling
backward, the ftanding man fuces the oppoiite way to what
he does if wheeling forward.—Pivot men, whether in wheel-
ing into column, or in wheeling into battalion, when once
pofted, are to remnin immovable, and do not alter their po-
fition in confequence of platoon-drefling, nor on any account,
but by order of the commanding officer of the battahon,
when he finds it neceflary to require a more corredt drefling
from the whole.

The great oBservaNnce of the foldier in the ranks, and
under arms, is the fjuarenefs of - the fhoulders and body,
the head to the front, and the eyes only glanced to the point
of drefling; the belly kept in, the breaft out and rather in-
clining forward, but by no means backward. When the
battalion is halted, and a more accurate dreffing is ordered,
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the head may be a little turned during that operation only,
and each man thould juft diftinguifh the lower part of the
face of the fecond man from him.—Whether in movement,
or halted, each man is juft to touch (without crowding) his
neighbour’s arm towards whom he drefles, to depend on
that chiefly for his line, and at no time to feparate from
aim.

Marct, At the word march, the ftamp of the foot is not to be
made, but the firft ftep is to be taken as firm and leng-
thy asany other, and the body of each man, if in his true
polition under arms, is prepared for it by an inclination for-
ward. On the perfe& execution of this depends much of
the accuracy of march.—On the word march, the firft ftep in
all fituations is taken with the left foot.—When the com-
manding officer of the battalion gives the word march, the
whole ftep off together, whether in line or in column.

When he gives the word Aa/t, the whole halt at that inftant.

At the word march eyes are diretted to the pivot flank, if
in column, or to the head of the file, if filing; to the co-
lours, if marching in battalion ; and in general to that point
by which they are condudted.

I, At the word Aalt, the foot in the air finifhes its {tep, and
the other is brought up to it.—Zyes remain directed to the
pivot flank, if marching in column; to the colours, if in
line; or to the wheeling flank, if wheeling ; and in general,
to the point to which they were turned when in movement,
until a new order commands a new drefling. Whenever the
word dress 1s given by platoon officers to their platoons, eyes
are turned to the pivot where the officeris, and from whence
he corredts them upon a diftant object.

Line, In marching in line, cach man muft preferve his body
perfectly fquare, and juft feel the touch of his neighbour,
who is nearer chan himfelf, to the direfting point; and the
rear ranks are to be well locked up, particularly when fir-
ing. In marching m battalion, or when halted, rear ranks
will be locked up; but in marching in column, they may
in general be at one pace diftance : the fteps are to be tak-
en {irm and marked.

Carriage of  All alterations in carrying, fupporting arms, Je. are done
i by the whole battalion at once, whether in line or column,
and not by the divifions of it feparately—The command-

ing officer gives the word, and not the platoon officers;

and no fuch change is at any time made, but in confe-

quence
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quence of his command ; the men therefore, in all cafes,
wheely balty, march, drefs, &c. with their arms carried, fup-
ported, &c. according as the laft given command direéted
them. The fame is to be obferved whenever the battalion,
moving in line or column, changes its time of march

In column, when the right of the battalion is in front,
the left is the pivot flank 5 and when the left of the battalion
isin front, the right is the pivot flank.

1n marching in column, the pivot files of men next to the
officers muft have great attention in covering, when the
movement is made in a {traight line, as they are points on
which the formation is made, and therefore, for that pur-
pofe, they remain clofe to their pivot officers, who in
that fituation cover and give diftance.

Supported arms fhould only be allowed when halted in
line, or when moving in column.—But the march in line,
and in general all wheelings up into line, and all form-
ings of the line or drefling it, thould be made with car-
ried arms, as the only fituation which preferves the true
diftance of files, or can give an accurate line,

ey

COVERING PLATOON SERJEANTS.

The cov:RING SERJEANT accompanies and aflifts the pla-
toon ofiicer in all his movements, and preferves his place
in line, or on the pivot flank in column, whenever the
officer’s duty requires him occafionally to quit it.—In bat-
talion lie covers in the rcar rank. At open order, he
moves into the officer’s place in the front rank. At clofe
order, he leaves it for the officer to takeit. In the march
in echellon, he is on the outward flank of the front rank.

When the battalion breaks into column to the right or
left, the ferjeant falls back two paces; and when the wheel
1s finithed, he covers his officer on the pivot flank. When
the column marches, if the officer is in front of the pla-
toon, the ferjeant is on the pivot of the front rank, and
is anfwerable for the platoon diftance; if the officer re-
mains on the pivot flank, the ferjeant then falls behind the
rear rank, and covers the fecond file from the pivot.

When from column, the right in front platoouns wheel up
to the left into line; the ferjeant ar the word whee, goes
to the right of the front rank of the platoon, and wheels

up
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up with it, thereby preferving the officer’s place. If the
wheel is to the right, the ferjeant is behind the right file,
ready to move up to the officer’s place at the conclufion
of the wheel. On all occafions, when any platoon (which
is then feparated) joins in line to one on its right, at that
inftant muft the covering ferjeant be on its right, to pre-
ferve the place of his officer, who may be employed in
drefling his platoon.

Leadingpla=  When the platoons whee/ either into line, or into co-
o lumn, the ferjeant of the leading platoon runs out, and marks
the point in the line of pivots, where its flank is to halt.

Counter-  “When platoons countermarch in column, the ferjeant moves
march. into the officer’s place (when he quits it to lead in file), faces
to the right-about, ftands faft, and becomes the pivot point
for the front rank leader to clofe to after the countermarch
is finithed, and his place is occupied by the officer after

dreffing his divifion.

When the platoons from columns file in order to take a
new line, either to the front or rear, the ferjeant of each
fucceflively, as it artives within thirty yards of that line (and
no fooner), runs out, takes diftance, places himfelf on it,
and remains as a point to which his officer is to bring and
clofe in the pivot flank man of his platoon, and as a point
which the officer himfelf is afterwards to occupy.

Firings. Whenever the battalion halts to fire, the ferjeants fall
back, and in concert with the fupernumerary rank, keep
the rear ranks well locked up, and attentive to their duty.—
‘When the battalion again moves, f{erjeants refume theif
places.

Sub.divi.  When the battalion 1s in column of {ub-divifions, if the
s, officer is ordered to march in front of his platoon, the fer-
jeant is on the pivot of the leading fub-divifion,—If the of-
ficer is on the flank of his leading fub-diviiion, the ferjeant
takes the flank of the fecond. In column of feflions the

{erjeant alfo takes the flank of the fecond fedtion.

Clisecolurn, 10 clofe column the ferjeant is on the flank of the rear
rank behind his officer; and in forming line after the Aa/?,
front of the platoon, he remains on its outward flank, and
marches up with it.

All non-commiffioned officers, or perfons on foot, mark-
ing a direftion for the march in column, or formation of
the line or its parts, take up fuch direction in file by co-

vering
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véring each other, and then ftand faced to the flank of the
column, or front of the line, {o that their breafts become
the line of march, or line of formation.

The ProNgERs it column of march, are in front.—In line,
they are formed in fingle Rank behind the left centre Com-
pany, and fix paces from the rear rank.

Pioneerz,

DrumnEers in column of march, or clofe columi, are with prymeers,
their companies, and on the flank, not the pivot one.—In
line the granadier and light drummers are fix paces behind
the rear rank of their companies.—The battalion drummers
are in two divifions, and formed fix paces behind the fecond
and {eventh companies.—In parade, at open ranks, the
drummers preferve their fix paces from the rear rank.

‘Whenever the platoon is cautioned to awhee! forward or Ecbelions
backward any namcd number of paces, the ferjeant im-
mediately poflts himfelf before or behind the eighth file,
from the ftanding flank, and takes the ordered number of
wheeling paces; when his platoon has conformed, he places
himfelf on 1ts outward flank.

The Music, in open or clofe column, areon the flank, 2z,
which is not the pivot one; in line they arein a fingle rank
tehind the right centre company, three paces in vear of
the fourth rank ; in parade at open ranks, they are between
the coloursand the front rank.

Drummers, mufic, pioneers, &c. will take care not to

. - s Muicy ey
impede the flank movements of the clofe column, nor its fors
mation into line, but will get into the rear of their refpec-
tive battalions as foon as they are difenguged from each
other.
ATTENTIONS IN PLATOON OFFICERS.
When the battalion is formed in line, company or platoon  pain.« of

officers are all on the right of thewr platoons.—In colamn, platoen ofpe
they are on the pivot flank, unlefs particularly ordered into “*

the front of each platoon, if a march for any confiderable

diftance is to be made.—When on the pivot flanks, they are
anfwerable in their own perfons for diftances and covering :

when in front, their ferjeants, under their diretions, pre-

ferve the ordered diftance.

In wheeling from line to column, each moves out, and Wedling ine
places himfelf one pace before the centre of his nlitosn ; each e column,
turns towards his men during the wheel, and inclines to his

pivot
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pivot flank ; each gives his word Halt, Drefs, when his wheels
ing man has juft completed his degree of wheel; each
fquares his platoon, but without moving what was the ftand-
ing flank; each then places himfelf on the proper pivot
flank.—After the wheel into column is completed, no one
is to caufe his platoon to fhift, by way of covering on the
pivot flank, unlefs fo ordered by the commanding officer,
or that in the courfe of marching a firaight line is gradually
taken up.

In wheeling from column into line, each places himfelf
one pace before the centre of his platoon; each turns to-
wards his men during the. wheel, and inclines towards the
pivot of his preceding platoon; each gives his word Halt,
Diefs, when his wheeling man, on whom his eye is fixed,
is juft arrived at the next ftanding pivot man; each then
from that next pivor man correfts the interior of his platoon
upon his own pivot man; each then takes his place and re-
mains {teady on the right of his platoon.

All movements of company officers and non-commiflioned
officers from one pofition to another are to be made with
alertnefs and precifion.

If the column is In movement, and platoons are fucces-
fively to wheel into a new direction, ecach officer, to whatever
hand he is to wheel, gives his word from the point heis then
placed at, whether in front, or on the flank.—-1f on the wheel-
ing flank, he conduéls it.—If he is on the ftanding flank,
he fteps out two or three paces, to fee that his platoon wheels
quick, with a lengthy ftep, and that he may time his word
Halt; this done, he is to fall back to his place on the pivot
flank, no longer to look to his platoon, but having his eye
fixed on the officer of the preceding platoon, he is to give
his word AMarch at the inftant that officer is taking the laft
ftep which eftablithes the proper diftance betwixt the pla-
toons.

‘When an officer is marching on the pivot flank, he is to
be anfwerable for diftance and covering; thefe circumftan-
ces alone muft folely engage his whole attention; he can
only occafionally give a glance of his eye towards his platoon,
which muft drefs to him of courfe, and without any parti-
cular direétion.

When platoons in column are each to countermarch on its
own ground, the officer, when his platoon faces, goes to
that flank, which is to become the pivot flank, conduéts his

platoort

~
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platoon in file, and clofes its leader to the ferjeant, who has
remained to mark the pivot, halts, fronts, and drefles it
fquare ; he then places himfelf where the ferjeant ftood.

‘When the battalion marches in line, officers then become In Lix:.
individuals, equally attentive as the foldier 5 nor can officers
then be attentive to any thing but to the correétnels of their
own perfonal march ; every operation then dependson the
word from the commanding officer, who moves, HarTs, and
DREsSSES the battalions,—Whenever the battalion is in line,
officers give no commands, except in firings.

‘When the platoons of a column fi/e {eparately to a flank, In fir.
the officer conduéts the head, and when he arrives within
thirty paces of the new pofition, inwhich he is to form, he
detaches his ferjeant to mark the point at which he isto
place his pivot front rank man, either in filing to front or
rear ; the officer {tops at that ferjeant, and halts, fionts, and
dreffes his platoon clofe to the ferjeant : he then himfelf, af-
ter correcting his platoon, replaces the ferjeant, who falls
back to the rear rank.—In r1riNG, diftances and drefling are
taken from that hand to which, by a face of the platoon, the
whole would ftand fronted in column, and the line breaks
into column towards the direlting point.—The leaders of
the third, fourth, &c. platoons, from the direting flank,
are never in the courfe of marching to overpafs the flraight
lire which joins the heads of the firft and flecond, but are, if
any thing, tc be behind it, till they arrive and halt exaltly
in the new line.—In movements to the rear, diftances and
drefling are always taken from the fame point to which they
would be made if the movement was to the front, that is,
from the left in going to the rear, if it thould be from the
right in going to the front,

On the leading platoon officer of the column much of the Leading 0.
precifion of march depends ; he muft lead at an equal, fier. s
{teady pace ; he muft lead on two objelts either given to
him, or which he himf{elf takes up on every alteration of po-
fition ; this demands his utmoft attention ; nor muit he al-
low it to be diverted by looking at his platoon, the care of
whofe regularity depends on the other officers, and non-
commiflioned officers, belonging to it. The fecond platoon
officer muft alfo have a knowledge of the points on which
the firft leads ; he is always to keep that firft officer and
thofe pointiin a line, and thofe two officers, together with
the placed mounted officers thus become a direction for the

R2 other
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other pivot officers to cover.—In marching in open column,
the covering ferjeants are placed behind the fecond file from
the pivot officers, that the officers may the more corretly
{ee and cover each other in column.

#hew pivees I the column of march, after the word maLT is given,

march. no one is to move, and pivots particularly muft remain
where they are then placed. In this fituation, when or-
dered to rormM, each platoon WHEELS up to its adjoining
pivot ; the whole will then, perhaps (as in the cafe of march-
ing on a road along the different turnings of a height,
&c. &c.) bein a winding line, and muft not attempt to get
into a itraight line, uniefs {o ordered by the commanding
officer to anfwer fome particular objet.

Wheling  When the platcon wheels Backwarps, from line into co-
backwards. lumn, the fituation and bufinefs of the officer is the fame as
when wheeling forwards. And he Aalts and dreffes from his

pivot flank, which he gains during the wheel.

Inclifi e 1D clofe column, divifion officers are on the pivot flanks.
Jumn. —In forming line, before the divifions face, they are fhift-
ed to the leading flank, if neceffary. The officer of each
ftops in his own perfon when the divifion nearer to the form.
ing point than himfelf receives the word ./, Front. He
allows his ferjeant to proceed with the divifion; at the due
inftant gives his word Halt, Front, Drefs, and as foon as the
front of his divifion is clear, the word Afarch condulting it
into line. Before the divifion arrives within three or four
paces of its graund, the othcer will have ftepped out nimbiy
to the flank of the preceding divifion, and will be thus ready
to give the word Halt, Drifs, at the inftant his inward flank
men joins the preceding divifion. The men drefs by the
formed part of the line, and the officer corredts them on the
known diftant point. e then refumes his platoon place,
which has been preferved by a ferjeant. When the clofe
column, or part of it, forms line on a rear divifion, the
o!licer of each, when the one behind him halts, fronts, will
ftep nimbly round :o the rear (and, without impeding his
divition, allow his ferjeant to proceed); from thence he can
judge the j proper moment of giving his words Halt, Front,
to his d'viffon ; he then places himfelf on its inward flank,
and murches up when his front is clear.

. I‘n general a mounted field officer Halts, Fronts, the
divifions of the clofe column when they march up into line.

Crlowre. "The officer of one of the centre platoons is always in open
column
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column to preferve diftance for the colour files. The co-
lours wheel upinto column with the leading centre platoon,
and place themfelves behind the third file of men from its
pivot flank ; when the line forms, they clofe into that flank.

‘When officers march in front of their divifions, they muft I, fomr di.

in their own perfons keep fo clofe to the preceding ones, as
not to hinder the flank of their own divifion from preferving
its proper diftance.

‘When the head of a column of march changes its direc-
tion, and that marching in an alignement is not in queftion,
inftead of making regular wheels cn fixed poims, the officer
who conduéts the leading divifion will often be directed gra-
dually to bring it round jnto the new diretion, by the turn
of the outward fhoulder making both his flanks continue
moveable ; but each fucceeding divifion, without the fors
mality of command, or halt, does the fame thing, the whole
attention refting on each pivot flank, which at no rate muft
increafe its diftance ; but during this operation preferves the
fame equality of time and length of {tep at which it was be-
fore moving,.

On all occafions of forming in line, either by wheeling
up from open column, or in moving up from clofe column,
or in marching up from echellon, &c. the condutting othi-
cer moves nimbly to his point d’appui, fome paces before the
arrival of his divifion in the line, and from thence gives his
word to Halt, and inftantly drefles it.

Officers and ferjeants of the sUPERNUMERARY rank are in
the rear of their refpeftive companies; when the battalion
is halted, or marching in line, they are three paces from
the rear rank. In open column, they are within one pace
of the rear rank. In clofe column they go on the fiank of
their divifion which is not the pivot. 'Lheir great attention
during movements is, that files are corret, ranks kept up,
and that pertelt order is preferved among the foldiers, cir-
cumftances in which they greatly affift the platoon otficer,
who having the important objects of diftance and covering
of pivots to obferve, cannot in fuch (ituation be piving mi-
nute direftions to his platoon, without lofing {ight of hismore
material duties. During the firings, the fupernumerary rank,
affifted by the platoon ferjeants, are to keep the rear ranks
well clofed up to the front, and to prevent any break
beginning in the rear.

The Starr (adjutant excepted) in linc are three paces
behind the mufic. I
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It is the particular bufinefs of the ADJUTANT at all times
to afcertain, under the orders of the field officers, the direc-
tion on which the column is to move, or on which the for-
mation of the line is to be made. For this purpofe he is
mounted, otherwife he could not properly difcharge this
important duty; and he can be much afiifted in it, by ha-
ing two or three noa-commiflioned officers properly trained
to line themfelves quickly with any two given points. He
is to take care, that the point where the battalion in column
enters an alignement is afcertained to it, When it is moving
in that alignement, that two points a-head of the column
are always afcertained to, or by the leading officer. When
it wheels up into line, that a point beyond each flank in that
line is afcertained. 'When the line is to be prolonged, and
has wheeled backwards by divifions, that two points in the
exalt line of the pivots are ready for its march. When the
clofe column is to form in line, that a point to each flank is
given. When the battalion changes polition, either by files
ce by the diagonal march of divifions, that there are points
grven on which the pivots of files will cover, and can drefs
their divifions upon from their feveral points of appui. In
thort, that upon all occafions, fixed points of forming, dres-
fing, and march, are given, except in advancing in line;
where the afcertaining {uch points does not depend on the
adjutant.

‘When the battalion changes pofition by the echellon
march, the named divifion wheels its Sth file into the new
direCtion. The other divifionswheel their 8th file half the
number of patesas the named one. The ferjeant ison the
outward flank, the officer on the inward flank of each di-
vifion. At the word Marcn, they move on, preferving
their relative diftance, and covering of pivots from before
them and juft before the inward flank of each divifion ar-
rives at the outward flank of its preceding one, which is
already halted in line, its officer places himfelf before that
flank and when his inward man touches it, he gives his
word Halt, Drefs up, if the movement is to the front,
and drefles his divifion on the diftant prepared flank point,
fo that his divifion is fteadied before the arrival of the
next one. When the change is made to the rear, the re-
tiring part faces about before the divifion wheels are made,
proceeds as above, and each officer gives the word halz,
Jfronty drefs back, to his divifion when its inward man touches
the preceding formed one,

AT.
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ATTENTIONS OF COMMANDING OFFICERS OF
BATTALIONS.

The battalion may be confidered to the line, what the
platoon is to the battalion.

Commanding and field officers are always to be mounted, F“f/‘[f{f"‘
and unlefs they are adtive on horfeback, it is impoffible for o ieds
them to fee, to correlt, to prevent miftakes, or to move
with that defpatch which is neceffary from one point to ano-
ther.

Whatever operation is to b performed by the whole of €7
the battalion at once, is done upon the word from the com-
manding othiccr, without any repetition being made by pla-
toon officers; he puts it in motion and halts it whether in
line or column ; he whee/s it from line into column, and
from column into line 5 he orders arms to be carried, fuppsited,

&c. he dreffes it from the centre, when it has marched in
line, and halts, and from what was the leading flank when
it has aheeled up from column into line.

Before the column marches, the commauding officer ase Peints o’
certains points to the leadiig officer, and when he intends to ™
change the direction of the march he gives new points, and
he watches over the juft leading of the column. He takes
care that all «wbeels of platoons are made at the identical
point where the leading platoon wheeled 5 that all doublings
of {ub.divifions are made fucceffively in the {fame muanner,
and at the fame pointy and that forming up to platoons is
made at the fpot where the {irft forming up is made.—That  Puinss of
in all diminutions of the front, the natural order of the co- f‘,’“‘/’["’,’_’?v"“
lumn is preferved, whethes the right or left of the battalion wheag
leads.—That a column of half platoons occupies no more
{pace than a column of whole platoons, viz. jult {uflicient
to wheel up into battalion.

‘When the open column marching in an alignement isto s/ of «
Jorm in a ftraight line, and for that purpofe ’lafis; the in- coluntic
ftant that it does halt, the commanding ohcer from the
head of the battalion at that inftant corrells the pivot files of
men (which ought not to be neceffary)in the true line, and
upon a rear point. But if the march is making in a winding
diretion, and that the intention is not to form, or not to take
up 2 firaight line, the platoons remain on the ground on
which they Aa/t, and do not move in any fhape, until they
receive a further order, either to form in line, or firft to
cover, and then to form; or to continue the march.  Thr
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The commanding officer always conduéts the head of his
battalion column to the point at which it is to enfer 2 néw
line and he takes care in time to defpatch a mounted offi-
cer to afcertain that point.—When the platoons whee/ up
into line, he immediately (if neceflary) correéts the drefling
of the battalion from the flank which led when in column,
and that generally upon a point beyond the other flank.

When adting in line with others, the commanding officer
of each battalion conforms to the movements of the regula-
ting one, and from it takes and rapidly repeats his words balt,
qvheel, march, &c. and the leaft delay in repeating the
words balt, or march, muft undoubtedly diforder the line in
proportion to that delay, for the whole of a line thould march,
or halt, at the fame inftan:.

In line, the commanding officer, by marked cautions,
makes his battalion fep out, or fep fbort or incline, asis neces-
{ary to preferve its place in the general line: his great atten-
tion is to fee and prevent the beginning of faults, and not wait
till they have had their effet; by watching and regulating his
advanced ferjeants, he beft regulates his battalion ; the {fquare-
pefs of the march,-thé compatnefs of the files, and the
equality of {tep, are the great objects heisto have in view,
The other mounted officers are behind the wings, and can
aflift much in preventing faults, and in correéting them.

All the battalions of a line muft sa/t at the fame inftant
in confequence of that word, repeated by commanding offi-
cers, whether they are then corre€t or not in line. FEach
half battalion, from ite own colour, and the men looking to
it, will be immediately drefled on the colours of the next
adjoining battalion : by this means a general continued line
will be obtained, and, at any rate, a itraight one between
each two colours; and if all the colours {hould have truly
halted in one line, the whole corps will be completely for-
med in a ftraight line.  But if the Aa/t is not juftly made,
and that a better line muft be obtained, the colours of the
defective battalions will bz brought into the general line;
the platoon officers will quickly arrange themfelves, eyes will
be ordered to the right, and the men will in an inftant move
up: too much celerity cannot be ufed in completing this o-.
peration.

_ A fingle battalion, when it halts, is thus drefled on its
right or left centre company, and is therefore in a firaight
line.  Two battalions drefs each from its centre on each o-

ther’s
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ther’s colours, their outward wings conforming, and are
therefore in a firaight line. Three or more battalions drefs
from the centre of each on their next colour ; and there-
fore if all the colours halt in a line, the line of the whole
will be ftraight ; if they are not in a line, the general line
will not be firaight (till a fpecial correflion is made), but no
flank will be thrown out of the general direftion.

~ When a battalion retires and Aalts, it ought never to re-
main in that fituation, but.be immediately faced abeut,
and dreffed to the proper front.

The greateft fault that a battalion in line can make is
increafing its interval : bad drefling may be remedied with-
out danger, but a falfe diftance prefents a weak part to an
enemy, and is not to be clofed, without a bazardous move-
ment, and great operation of the line.

Commanding officers cannot take too much precaurion to
afcertain true points in the line in which they are to form,
before the arrival of their battalions in it, and this by the
aid of the mounted officers.

When a battalion is exercifing fingly, 2 commanding offi-
cer may have two non-commiilioned officers behind each
flank, properly trained, and ready to run out to that flank,
to give points of marching, forming, or drefling upon the
trae line. In doing which, ¢ne flank of the battalion is
generally confidered as in that line, and often both.

Words of command cannot be {pecified for all the varie-
ty of circumftances and fituations that occur; but com-
manding officers being themfelves clear in what is to be
done, thould by diftinét and explicit orders, which they di-
vide and adapt for the occafion, lead their battalions thxjough
all the points of execution with precifion: this will always
be found the fkorteft path, nor on any account fhould a-
ny operation, more efpecially the corretion of an error or
miftake (once a battalion is aflembled under arms) be per~
formed in a carelefs or flovenly manuner, which will always
be the cafe if the commander’s orders are not pointed,
loud, and {ufficiently explanatory.

A battalion close column forms in line on its front divifjon,
on its rear divifion, or on a central one, according as cir-
cumitances require ; and in all cafes the line formed upon
is that on which the head of the column or columns is
halted before the formation begins; and therefore the divi-
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fion on which each battalion at any time forms, moves up at
the proper inftant, and halts on that line. When f{everal
clofe battalions, ftanding on the line, are to extend and
form, the regulating and named battalion ozly can be obliged
to form on a central divifion; cach of the others will form
on its front, or rear divifion; viz. on that which firft ar-
rives at its ground, where it halts, fronts, and occupies its
proper place, while the others move on, and fucceflively
come up to it.

In forming line from clofe column, points muft be
given beyond both flanks in the direction of the line, and a
mounted officer halis, and fronts each divifion, which is
efpecially neceflary for thofe that form upon a rear one, al-
though lefs fo for thofe that form upon a front one. The
drefiing and correltion of the line is from the firft formed di-
vifion towards the other flank ; and all the eyes of the bat-
talion are of courfe turned to that firft formed divifion.

The fame number of points are required for the march in
ah alignement, and wheeling up into line of an open column
of one battalion, as for that of feveral battalions ; viz. one
where the line is entered, and (always) 725 beyond the head
of the column. Therefore, although thefe precautions may
appear formal for the movementsof the battalion when fin-
gle, yetare they neceffary in all its exercifes, when it is re-
colle¢ted that fuch battalion is in the place of and muft confi-
der itfelf as the leading one of the column, on whofe corredt
pofition thofe of every following one depends, The fame
exaétnefs is required in every extenfion from clofe column in-
to line, and in every forming and change of pofition that
the bartalion makes. In fine, in order to qualify the bat-
talion for adting in general line, it muft at its fingle exercile
work on points fixed and relative, and make no chance and
accidental movements and formations.

Although on moft occafions of movement and formation,
and at all times in inftruétion, determined points marked by
detached and mounted officers are given, yet{uch help can-
not be expefted or depended on when the line is advancing
on an enemy, when a corps is haraffed in its retreat, and
when it is unfafe to fend out officers, &c. In fuch fituations
every thing will depend on the cye and judgment of conduc-
ting officers, who muft preferve fuch direction of movement,
and feize fuch accidental points as prefent themfelves, and
lead to the object which is to be accomplifhed.

In
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In whatever fhape a battalion is moving, the commanding Tbe farra:
officer is never to lofe fight of this great principle, that the 7" ”‘;;ﬁ:
battalion fhould at no rime cover more ground than its pro- moe grow.
per extent when formed in line. Therefore, if he is march- thantb pr
ing in line, he muft take care that his files do not open; férﬁ’;:ﬁ"'
and if he is marching in column, his great attention is that
his divifions do not open. For this purpofe his march mauft
be juft and compalt, his wheels quick, and all doublings up,
or back, which alter the extent of front, muft be made {o
as not to impede the general movements of the column, or to
change its diftances. When the front is to be diminithed,
he muft fee that the doubling divifion flackens its pace, and
when difengaged from the other divifion, that it inclines
well up, quick, and covers, therebynot impeding the divi-
fion behind it. "When the front is to be increafed, the mo-
ving up divifion does it quick and by oblique marching.

The commanding officer muft recolle&, in the winding Marching

movements of the open column of wmarch, that the wheeling «» afg
diftances muit be juit; that the pivots are to follow on the exat ment
tract which the leading one has traced out 3 that the whole,
when ordered, halt on the precile ground they then occupy;
and that when they wheel up and form, the line will not
then be a continued, but probably an irregular curved one.
But if a {traight line is to be entered and formed upon, from
the point where the head eciters, and not fvoner, and where
a mounted officer remains pofted, does every platoon pivot
officer begin to cover in the true line, to muarch in that line
and to preferve his true diftance : nor muft any obftacle that
can poflibly be furmounted ever force the pivot officers out
of that line; although the men of their platoon, when it
becomes neceffary, may open or widen their files from
them. And if the pivots, on account of any material obfta-
cle, are thrown for a time out of the line, they fhould al-
ways, if poilible, move to the hand which carries them be-
hind the line, and again re-gnter it when they can; and
for which purpofe an officer, or non-commiffioned officer,
thould be placed where they are to re-enter it. In marching
in the alignement, the commanding and mounted officers
fhould frequently place themlelves in it, with a glance of the
eye fee whether the files preferveit, and correct them if
neceflary.

As one field officer at a time muft command the battalion,
the others prefent can only alt in aid of him, nor can their
fituation in all cafes be afcertained; but fhould the com-

S ¢ manding
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manding officer not be at the head of the open column
(when it marches, and particularly when it halts) to corred,
if neceflary, the pivotsin the general line, another field offi-
cer, or the leading officer, if no field ofhcer is there, fhould
inftantly attend to it, that the wheeling up may not be delay-
ed. If inthe courfe of exercife and inftruction, the com-
manding officer is not behind the centre when the battalion
marches in line or halts, another field officer from that fitu-
tion can immediately give every proper aid in movement, or
in lining, as it ought when halted ; and in every cafe it moft
be evident in what manner the commanding officer can be

affifted.

When the line is to break and wheel into open column of
march, in almoft all cafes it is better done by wheeling back-
award thon forward, for the wheel is in this manner made
on the pivot flanks; and although divifions may be unequal,
yet thefe flanks cover after the wheel, an advantage which
is loft if the wheels are made forward.

‘When a battalion makes a retired EczHrrLON, or part of
an echellon of a confiderable line, the Commanding officer
muft take great care to regulate his movements by thofe of
the one preceding him ; viz. that he preferves his parallelifin;
his ordered diftance; his proper flank interval, and when
the leading echellons halt; and that he is to move up into
line; that the outward flank is not thrown too forward,
(which, without great attention, will happen) and thereby
perhaps be expofed to the enemy’s enfilade.

*, % The
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# * The words marked in CaprTaLs are given by the coma
mander of the battalion.

The words marked in Ita/icks are given by the commander
of the company.

WORDS
ABSTRACT. oF
COMMAND.
1.

When the battalion " CoxpaxiFs,
is  halted, and RIGHT (OR LEFT) A caution.
wheels up by di- WHULEL.
vifions of any<d QUICK MARCH.
kind to either
flank (here the Halty Dress, By the leader of
" each company.
right). N /

2.

When the battalion [Compaxies, on 7 The left-hand man
is  halted, and YOUR LEFT ‘} of the front rank
wheels backwards BACKWARD { of the company
into open column<q  WHEEL. J  faces nwards.
of companies (the QUICK MARCH.
right in front. Halt, Dress. By the leader of

. each company.

3.

halted in column, WHEEL INTO A caution.
and wheel up t04 LINE.

either hand to ]
form in line (toL

the left).

QUICK MARCH.

Halt, Dress. By each leader of

a divifion.

When divifions are ( To THE LEFT %

+, When
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WORDS
ABSTRACT, oF
COMMAND.
C ~
Halt, Right,
Wheel.
4,

When the head
of the column
wheels into a
new direftion,
marches on,
and is follow- <
ed by the rear
divifions.

9.

. ¢
From line to form |
open column of J

companies,  be-
hind the right
company.

7

Leading divifion.
——Ae

Succeeding divifion.
A

N

Halt, Dress,
March.

Halty, Wheel,
Ialt, Dress,
March,

RicuT Fack.

QUICK MARCH,

Halt, Front,

»

|

One word of come

mand, halt being
merely a cau-
tion before the
Quick March is

taken up.

(The firft divifion

— —_—

marches when
the fecond is
within two paces,
and thereby does
not impede its
wheel.

rEach fucceeding di-

vifion wheels in
the {fame manner
as the leading one,
and marches on
when its prece-
ding one is at its
due diftance.

~ )
The right company

ftands faft,and the
other companies
are ordered to
wheel into open
column, facing to
that company.

The companies that

have wheeled face
to the right.

(The {erjeants fuccef-

fively take flank
points, and the
companies march
in file.

FEach officer fuccef-

fively halts and
fronts his com-
pany, when his
pivot flank man
arrives at his fer-
jeant. 6. When
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, WORDS
ABSTRACT oF
COMMAND,
6. [ Companies
WILL COUNTER- & A caution.
When the column MARCH.
of companies is | RicHT (OR LEFT ‘
panies 13 ( FT) $ Each company faces.
to  change itsq FACE.
front, by the Quick MarcH.  In file.
countermarch of Each company {e-
) © Halty, Front, Ompany
€acn company. parately.
L Dress. To the pivot funi
.
7.
When the battalion (THE BATTALION The centre ferjeant:
is  halted, andJ WILL ADVANCE, move out.
15 to march in |
! MarcH.
front. L
S.
The advanced fer-
‘When the battalion Havt. jeants return to

5 to halt.

9.

‘When the battalion
1s halted, and 1s

to retire.
10.
When the batta-

lion, after retir-
ing, comes to its
proper front.

11.

From line to form
clofe column in
front of the right
divifion.

g the battalion.
THE pATTALION
WILL RETIRE.

|
{' RIGHT ABOUT FACE,
L Marcu.

The ferjeants move
out.

%

One coinmand, and
the {erjeants re-
turn to the bat-

HaLT, rRONT. Z_
talion.

['FORMCLOSE COLUMN
IN FRONT OF THE
RIGHT DIVISION.

A caution.

All the other com-
panies face, and
difengage  their
leading flanks.

Ricur Face.

9

QUICK MARCH.

Hualt, Front.
Righty Dress.

,
S

Each company.
12. From

-
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WORDS
ABSTRACT OF
COMMAND.
12. rFORM CLOSE COLUMN

From line to form
clofe column be-
hind the
company or divi-
fion.

12,

From line to form
clofe column on
a central compa-

ny.

From clofe column
to form line on
the front compa-

ny (the right in |

front).

15.

From clofe column
to form in line
on the rear com-

right ¢

BEHIND THE RIGHT
DIVISION.

RicHT rack.

Quick MARCH.

Hult, Front.
Lefty Dress.

FORM CLOSE COLUMN

ON THE — COM-
PANY; THE RIGHT
IN FRONT.

INwARDS FACE.

QUIcK MARCH.

Halty, Front,
L Left, Dress.

(ForM LINE ON THE
FRONT COMPANY.
LerT Face.
QUICK MARCH.

» v

Hart, FronT.

Dress.,
March.

1 Helty Dress.

((FoRM LINE ON THE

REAR COM U _.NY.
RicHT rFacE.
QUICK MARCH.

o5

g 5 'r E[J?‘L‘I’J.
(a9

= EiH’z‘ D

g a YesS.

= 8 M s

)
§
{
;
%
]

A caution,

All the other com-
panies face, and
difengage  their
leading flanks.

Each company fuc-
ceffively.

A caution.

All but the named
company, and dis-
engage their lead-
ing flanks.

Each company fuc-
ceffively.

% A caution.

Each company when

oppofite to its
ground.

When arrived in
line.

A caution.

All except the rear

}

company.
As {oon as unco-
{ vered.
‘When it arrives in
i line,

pany
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WORDS
ABSTRACT, oF
COMMAND.

pany (the right ind

v o Havr. When oppofite 1t
S
front). g E FronT. ground.
'U = Diess.
2 ?5 J March.
= 3 ‘When it arrives ir
o @w HLl/t, 1’)1'&(.{. .
- Line.
oo
7 5
N
L= =L
16.
ForM LINE ON THE .
From clofe column ’ . A caution.
, B COMPANY.
(the right in

The {everal divifions
to the hand they
move to.

1

The named company, when uncovered, moves up into line to
its marked flank. Thofe that were in front of :t. proceed as in
forming on a rear company.—Thofe that are 10 rear of it pro-
ceed as in forming on a front company.

In the deployment of the clofe column into line, a mounted
officer HALTs, #rRONTS each company or divilion (of which it is
zompofed) fucceflively.

OUTWARDS TFACE.

line on a central 3
L QUICK MARCH.

company.

front) to formﬁ'
|

T DIRECTIONS



DIRECTIONS

FOR

FUNERAL PARTIES.

tXPLANATION FOR REL.
VERSING ARMS.

The right hand ftrikes the
butt of the firelock, which 1s
turned upwards ; the guard turn.
el towards the body : the fire«
lock is then placed under the left
arm, feizing the cock and ham-
mer with the left fore-fingers and
thumb. The right hand 1s thrown
behind the body, and grafps the
firelock ; the right heel at the
fame time is brought to its origi~
nal pofition.

The officers’ fwords are re-
versed under the right arm; the
point of the {word downwards,
grasping the hilt with the right
hand.

The ferjeants’ pikes to be re-
verfed under the left arm; the
pike upwards, and the ri_ht hand
thrown behind the back, grafping
the fhaft.

/_’ I a: 'L’/IJ-

P —

TuEe party (according to the rank
of the deceafed), appointed for the
escort, 1s to draw up three deep,
with open ranks and unfixed bayo-
nets, facing the houfe or marque
where the corpse is lodged; and
when it is brought out, the officer
commanding will give the following
words of command :

< PRESENT FIRELOCKS.
¢ REVERSE FIRELOCKS!

REAR RANKS TAKE CLOSE
ORDER.

The party will then wheel for-
wards or backwards by divifions, or
{ub-divifions, as circumftances may
require, and will {tand a column, the
left in front, until the proceffion is
ready, when the ranks will be open-
ed by word of command.

'The party moves off in ordinary

time,
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EXPLANATION.

The firelock is quitted by the
right hand, and brought to a per-
pendicular pofition; the muzzle
}:laced upon the toes of the left
oot. The right and left hands
open are placed upon the butt-
end of the firelock.

The foldier’s head leaning on
the back of the left hand, o as
1o look towards the coipfe.

DIRECTIONS FOR FUNERAL PARTIES.

time, followed by the mufic, with
drums muffled, playing the Dead
March. '

THL CORPSE,
PALL-BEARERS OF EQUAL
RANK WITH TTHE DECEASED.

CHIEF MOURNERS.
OFTFICERS TWO AND TWO,
according to rank, the juniors next
to the body of the deceafed.

‘When the firft divifion of the fu-
neral party arrives near the burial
ground, the word of command,
¢« HALT) is given, and the officer
commanding will order the ranks of
the divifions to wheel to the richt
and lzft, having been previously told
off for that purpefe, and facing in-
wards, forming a lane for the corple
to pals through.
¢ REST UPON YOUR

LOCKS REVERSLED.

TFIRE-

The corple, &c.
through the lane,

The word ¢ ATTENTION is
given, on vhich the foldicrs reife
their heads.

¢« REVERSE FIALELOCKS.

The ranks are then wheeled up,
and at OPEN ORBER move in or-
dinary time, and form in lLine in the
fame order near to and fwing the
grave. '

The word will then be aiven,
¢« REST UPCON YOUR TIRE-

LOCKS REVERSED.

After the performance of the fu-
neral {ervice, the following words
of command are given:

T2

baving pailed

AT.
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¢« ATTENTION?
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¢« PRESENT FI&ELOCKS,
by feizin: the frelock with the left
hand at the fwell, the right hand
fh:fted, and both holding the fire-
Jock in the pofition of PRESENTED

ARMS.

¢« SHOULDER FIRELOCKS.
PRIME AN} LOAD WITH
BLANK CARTRIDGE, AND

SHOULDER.

FIRE THREE VCLLIES IN THE

AlR.

<« ORDER ARMS.
¢« FiX BAYONETS?
¢« SHOULDER ARMS.

« REAR RANKS TAKE CLOSE

ORDER.

‘Wheel backwards by divifions on
the left, and niarch to camp or bar-
racks, the right in front, quick time.

In marching back the mufic are
not to play, or the drums to Lleat,
until the party is entirely clear of

the burying ground.

N. B 1In the funerals of General
Cflicers, the arrangement of the pre-
fcribed number of pieces of cannony
and of the different troops, muft be
made under the fuper: tendance of
the general clicer cowr nanding the
w! ~e, and meit neceflarily depend

on local arcwmnitances,

|

INDEX,
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